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Abstract

This research aimed to investigate the rituals, beliefs, and terpsichorean elements within the belief in the “Past
Life Mother” of Thai Khmer community in Surin Province, Thailand. The research was conducted with qualitative
research methods, and data was collected via fieldwork activities, in-depth interviews, and observations. The findings
showed that the terpsichorean activities in Manai Sanoon ritual of Thai Khmer group are related to infancy. According
to the belief, when an infant contracted an illness or cried for no apparent reason, it was attributed to the visit of
the Past Life Mother or Fairy God Mother from the infant’s past life. She was believed to play with the infant or
express dissatisfaction with the way the mother had raised the baby. Therefore, a ritual to appease the Past Life
Mother was organized through a medium. The ritual included honoring the medium, communicating with the Past
Life Mother, inviting her to possess the medium, agreeing to jointly own the baby, and blessing the baby’s soul.
There were terpsichorean elements to represent household chores of the mother, such as pounding half-milled
rice, separating husk using a bamboo sifter, cooking rice, cooking, and taking care of a newborn with difficulties.
They incorporated music and singing into the performance to narrate the mother’s favors and the bond between
the mother and the baby from their past life. This performance exhibited the mother’s duties in taking care of the
baby, as well as everyone in the family, and emphasized the difficulties of raising a baby. Moreover, an agreement
was made between the baby’s family and the Past Life Mother to bless the baby, ensuring it would never fall sick
again and would be filled with healthiness and wit. The performance reflected the bond among relatives and the
diversity in curing diseases with rituals, practices, and ways of raising a child during his or her infancy, creating

an environment that serves as a reminder of individuals parents’ kindness.

Keywords: 1. Manai Sanoon 2. Past Life Mother 3. Folk performance of Thai Khmer

4. Thai Khmer in Surin Province, Thailand
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