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Domoic Acid in Stranded Marine Mammals in Thai Waters
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the contamination of biotoxin domoic acid (DA) in
stranded marine mammals in Thai waters between June 2019 and December 2021. DA was found in
34.8% (16/46) of marine mammals with concentrations ranging from non-detectable level to 37.29
ug/g. Notably, dugongs exhibited the highest DA contamination rate (53.8%), followed by whales (40%)
and dolphins (25%). During the dry season, the percentage of DA contamination in marine mammals
was higher than rainy season. Specifically, dugongs displayed the highest average DA concentration
in muscle (7.79+16.50 pg/g), while dolphins exhibited that in the stomach contents (0.44+0.87 Lig/q).
Among whales, the highest average DA concentration was discovered in the brain (0.94+1.33 ug/g).
Moreover, in this study, the DA contamination had been reported for the first time in three species
of marine mammals, namely Stenella longirostris, Pseudorca crassidens, and Balaenoptera omurai.
The results obtained from this study are useful for monitoring DA contamination on marine mammals

which are marine endangered species at high risk of extinction.
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Table 1  Percent positive for domoic acid (DA) in stranded marine mammals.
Number positive % Positive Concentration of
Marine mammal group Number (n)
for DA for DA DA (pg/s)

Sirenians Dugong 13 53.8 nd - 37.29
Cetaceans Dolphin 28 25.0 nd - 3.44
Whale 5 40.0 nd - 1.88

Total 46 34.8 nd - 37.29

Note: nd = not detected
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Figure 5 Average concentrations of DA in tissue samples of 13 stranded Dugongs.

Table 2 Contamination of DA in 13 stranded Dugongs.

Stranded Concentrations of DA (ug/g)
Dates Dates . Sex
Provinces Liver Kidney | Stomach | Feces Brain Muscle
Negu Jun 2020 Krabi M 1.43 1.67 nd 3.50 nd nd
Dugong Jun 2020 Krabi F nd nd nd nd - nd
dugon Jul2020 | Krabi M - - - 1.12 - -
Sep 2020 Trang F nd nd nd 0.94 - -
Oct 2020 Krabi F nd nd nd nd - -
Nov 2020 Trang F - - 1.40 nd - nd
Nov 2020 Trang F - - 2.23 6.54 - 37.29
Dec 2020 Trang F 24.02 2.85 4.88 nd - 1.68
Dec 2020 Trang M - - nd 2.07 - -
Mar 2021 Trang M - - nd nd - -
Apr 2021 Krabi M nd nd nd nd - -
Nov 2021 Trang M nd nd nd nd - -
Dec 2021 Trang M nd nd nd nd - -
Average 3.18 0.56 0.71 1.09 nd 7.79
SD 8.44 1.09 1.50 1.96 - 16.50
Number (n) 8 8 12 13 1 5
Number positive for DA 2 2 3 5 0 2
% positive for DA 25.00 25.00 25.00 38.50 0 40.00
Total 47 samples (nd - 37.29 ug/g)

Note: nd = not detected
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3.2.2 msvuiow DA Tusuidasaae1alas
T 28 72 (85 Buiilasaae19)

susmegnlannneiy 28 @ 16Ty
Washegnalan sruausdu 85 sheghs laun diu 27
#0819 nunsuuou DA $wwau 1 feg (Ze
a 3.7) I 26 fheghs ldwunsuwilou DA 91mns
Tunseng 17 fheghs wumsdudlou DA $1uau
5 fhed1e (Fevay 29.4) emstuaild 3 deoes
wumsdudau DA $nuau 1 feghe Gevas 33.3)
93973 3 fhege luumsuuitlou DA aues 4 fegns
Tiwunisduiddeu DA Yen 2 dheghs linunsuu
Wou DA ndwiile 2 fegns ldwunisuwidou DA
wazaila 1 droge ldwunisdudeu DA Tasawns
Tunsemizaastawn fenadsmsuitou DA gean
Wiy 0.44+0.87 pg/g (nd-2.99 pg/g) 998330
oA emsTudld fanedewinfu 0.29+40.51 pe/e
(nd-0.88 pig/e) wazdy fiAadewintu 0.13£0.66
pg/g (nd-3.44 pg/e) dmsutuilesegravedamn
fnrlanumsuuidiou DA 18ud 1n gaansy aues
Uon ndranile uaitile sawandly Figure 6 uay
Table 3 laudlu Top consumer M%@Q’U%Im%u
a4 (Hight-order carnivores) IgANTsUNSAULUY
a1 AuemnsAeutaanvateuazluUTunan
amsfianunsanulglunszmizvestau laud Yan

'
a

e niln Wudu wenanll Teundsiudadl®in sis

v
' °

fiagnansii (pelagic)

Y

fre¥inAeudeen day laudsgnitansanli

wariuyiaeu (demersal)

\Ju indicator species @mSunsAnnNATIVEOU
AsaraNYeINIadns (Bioindicator) Tudningia
Aesgnaneun Taundudnififinsenewdeiuly
fudifinsrenn Tnseradunisiondrenuunds
913 N8 Uazdheuvaawaiug [38] n1sAnw
afedl wumsvuwdeu DA Tulaunsauiedu 3 wde
Tne 2 wfausn wuwInnefuUs MY eimeia
dunsiu loun launsglan (Stenella longirostris)
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wazlawransuau (Stenella coeruleoalba) '%éﬂ
Huslaidunasedeluwnidnieils (offshore)
d1usn 1 viadu wueInineRuUsnaYIeil
amlne loun lauuinsuasseu (Neophocaena
phocaenoides) Salusinfifuvasendoudnnlng
eils (nearshore) InsaanadasiunsAne [19]
wumstwiieu DA lulaunaneuaunaslaunviuins
wiBouwuientu Tnensuuilou DA luedey
vaslauntuiatuainnsuslanunudiudy
yashslgassailananliuditiei definnsan
feomnsvadlasvdafinuiinisuuiou DA tu
wut Taunsglan Audanansth fe wagwiin dau
Taunaneuay Audaninii-nanain Jamhau uay
wiln vazilauniuinsudadey Aulanawindn
FaugR-Nurosi e wagniln [39, 40] lngnu
Tiegsadamniifidmsudiou DA gean fo
IsluNIEINNE Se9a9 lalA e1nsiuald way
i dnsululsemalneiisieaununsduiiou DA
Tlasnadausn $1uau 5 vl Tdun Taundalnun
(Sousa chinensis) Wummiﬂmﬁaugdqﬂﬁmmi
lunszinne (42.85 pg/e) Tawunwan (Tursiops
aduncus) wuAmsluilougegaitonmsluaild
(68.61 pg/g) launanaunu (Stenella coeruleoalba)
Wummiﬂmﬁauqaqmﬁlm (8.09 pg/e) Taundsin
(Orcaella brevirostris) Wvﬁﬂmiﬂulﬁaugyejﬂﬁim
(16.83 pg/g) warlaniiuinsndaseu (Neopho-
caena phocaenoides) wurnisuutlougegnd
9MMSIUNTEINE (4.65 pg/g) Fadlefarsandinis
vuitlou DA vesdn mziaidssgnieusndulaunly
Usznelne ﬁaa’m%aﬂamsﬁﬂmﬁawﬁwLLasmﬂ
msanwiluadedl wudrdnisuddeu DA finsas
wululaundaudususldainauelusauszinm
vastuiloshetng TnediAregluyie nd-68.61 pg/g
[19] vietd orieailostunanetiade Tdun eng we
f9na unasiiegende Wusu
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Figure 6 Average concentrations of DA in tissue samples of 28 stranded dolphins.

Table 3 Contamination of DA in 28 stranded dolphins

Stranded Concentrations of DA (ug/g)
Species Date . Sex
Provinces Liver | Kidney | Stomach | Intestine | Feces | Brain | Lung |Muscle | Heart
Taunselan Aug 2020 | Phang Nga F nd nd 0.87 nd - - - - -
Stenella
longirostris Jun 2021 Phuket F nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd 0.87 - - - - - -
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Tasntnwan | Jan 2020 Krabi F nd nd - - - nd nd nd -
Tursiops adun-
s May 2020 Rayong F nd nd - - - nd - - -
Jan 2021 Satun M nd nd nd - nd - - - -
Tauiluving Jun 2021 | Prachuap F nd - - - - . B B B
steno Khiri Khan
bredanensis
Taunaely May 2021 Trang F nd nd - - = - - - ,
Grampus griseus
Taunanean Mar 2021 |  Phuket F nd nd nd - - - . - .
Stenella atten-
uate Stenella Phuket M nd nd nd - - - - - _
attenuate
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Table 3 Contamination of DA in 28 stranded dolphins (Conts).

Siranded Concentrations of DA (pg/g)
Species Date . Sex
Provinces Liver |Kidney | Stomach | Intestine | Feces | Brain | Lung |Muscle | Heart
Tawnateuwau | Mar 2020 | Phang Nega F nd nd - 0.88
Stenella
coeruleoalba Stenella Phuket F nd nd -
coeruleo-
alba
Sep 2020 Phuket M nd nd 2.17 nd
Apr 2021 Phuket M nd nd 2.99 - - -
May 2021 Satun F nd nd - - -
Tauwasluun | Sep 2021 Krabi M nd nd - - - -
Sousa
e Dec 2021 Trang [F nd nd nd - - -
Tawuims | Jun 2019 Trad F nd - nd
EGSIE
Neophocaena Jul 2020 Trad M 3.44 nd nd
phocaenoides Feb 2021 | Chanthaburi F nd nd 0.55
Tand7d May 2020 Trang M nd nd nd nd nd - nd
Orcaella
brevirostris
Averages 0.13 nd 0.44 0.29 nd nd nd nd nd
SD 0.66 - 0.87 0.51 - - - - -
Numbers (n) 27 26 17 3 3 a 2 2 1
Number positive for DA 1 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 0
% Positive for DA 3.70 0 29.40 33.30 0 0 0 0 0
Total 85 samples (nd - 3.44 ug/g)

Note: nd = not detected

3.2.3 msvuilou DA luduilasaagnen
T 5 72 (19 Fuilasaae19)

S1UTNFegenIWnERY 5§ lETu
o9t Swauaay 19 fegae dud
U 5 et ldwunisuuidou DA Ta 5 fedns
Taiwunisuuddeu DA ewmnslunsemng 2 dreega
Taiwunisuuddeu DA ownsludld 1 feds wu
nsuwidiou DA (evaz 100) 9133w 1 deens Ll
wunsUuidieu DA aues 2 drethe wumstuileu
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DA 1 f9e14 (Fewaz 50) Usa 1 feg1e ldwuns
Yuidou DA uazndunile 2 fedns liwunisuy
Wou DA Tnsauewanu Sanaasnisuuiieu DA
gegn Wi 0.94 + 1.33 pg/g (nd-1.86 pg/g) 504
asun 1A onsludld Samsuuiddou DA wihiy
0.42 pg/g dmiutwilomognwoniinsal
wumsduiou DA 18ud &y Tn ewnslunseine
gem13w Uan wagndnanile fauandlu Figure 7 uaz
Table 4
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Figure 7 Average concentration of DA in tissue samples of 5 stranded whales.

nsnwndei] wunsuwdeu DA Turw
2 %ila loun 1uleyse (Balaenoptera omurai)
fneuusnameilmeasundu Snginssuns
Uilaavanvuadn wiln wazduduems dwlng
nuuwInszaET TR iaruenily uay
NIRRT (Pseudorca crassident) g
fuushaeieenilng fngfnssunisuslnavan
wagninduemns nuunsnszagluamirdnues
augu [39, 40] Fansumden DA Turwifudne
nmsuslaarunudduturewhdlge sty
Feartulaun Tasnuamsuuiou DA gegniiaes
sovasn Ao ownsluaild 91nn1suszdununldy
nslisuansivanamsefdusunseludainga
Lgmgﬂﬁ?EJU@JTT]ILﬂEJéIUU%L’Jm‘mEJF}jQ New England
YIUTTMASINGY 91U 458 @1 WULERIINIG
vuidlou DA $evay 7 Tnewuinniigalunguitonde
aguanveils (offshore) Tnglamizanmdsaen
(Megaptera novaengliae) o8n9lsfn lanuay

v v ¢

duniussenineggniaduunasineuiiviasneans
Ffiy DA Tuusnudingn Tnensianudinisuy
\Uou DA geanlugaanse (0.0394 pg/g) 503a%NdD

2WNTIUNTEINE (0.200 pg/g) Uaame (0.012 pg/e)
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wardy (0.006 pg/g) laanuiNemIslunIEINLl
aulunisasaany DA Mndilugaansvegnaiiide
dfgy [41] wazaINNITANYIIN 3 B finuineiu
wavUuidou DA luudnameilawneaadn naen
szozan 9T (p.A. 2004-2013) [42] TouA iAo
(Megaptera novaeangliae) wurhmsUuion DA G
$@niga91st (0.051pg/g) 1Mwshadurs (Balaena
mysticetus) wuan1sUuideu DA qqqmﬁqaﬁmz
(0.359 pg/g) waz 21uWLUgNT (Delphinapterus
leucas) wusnsuuitiou DA gegaiiomslu
Aszwy (0.007 pe/g) MsAnufivsnamnsTueen
BelAlaznounaNveImALNISHEALAURAN WU
Egﬁ]miz“uammﬁmmﬁﬂ (Kogia brevicrps) wag W
Wneunsy (Kogia sima) fiszdumsvuiou DA ‘1'71'5;1@
dewteudleuiuiuifosediedu uasdiedush
Uaannymsdudfoures DA Tuawt 2 ¥ilad Tng
Wulleegsening 0.020-13.56 pg/g [43] dwsu
Uszinalnefssnununsuuiiou DA Tungunng
adausn 1mmﬁmm§ﬂ (Kogia brevicrps) lag
Wummvﬁwﬁuqaqmﬁim (8.97 pg/e) 9998317 AD
iU (6.09 pg/g) Fuslefiorsanarnisuudiou DA
maqé’m’imLaLgmqﬂé’mumejmmluﬂizwﬂma
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nandeyanmsinuneunihuazannisinwluassl
wuI ANsUIUeu DA fissranulunuiaany
funUsliasinausluniasuselnnyestulilesiagng

v
o

[19] m“ﬁ

erafenesiunatetade laun ang we gania

IngdiAnsuuileustsening nd-8.9 ug/g

wissfiegende wudeatuinulungulan

Table 4 Contamination of DA in 5 stranded whales.

species . Stranded . Concentrations of DA (ug/g)
Provinces Liver | Kidney | Stomach | Intestine | Feces | Brain Lung | Muscle
NHNYRLIAA Nov 2019 | Chonburi M nd nd nd 1.88
Pseudorca crassident | Nov 2020 | Chumphon | M nd nd - -
NWIMEUATY Aug 2019 | PhangNga | F nd nd - - nd nd
Kogia sima Jul 2020 Krabi M nd nd - - nd - - nd
iiloyse Jan 2020 Krabi M nd nd nd 0.42 -
Balaenoptera omurai
Average nd nd nd 0.42 nd 0.94 nd nd
SD - - 1.33
Number (n) 5 5 2 1 1 2 1 2
Number positive for DA 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0
% positive for DA 0 0 0 100 0 50 0 0
Total 19 samples (nd - 1.88 pg/g)

Note: nd = not detected

3.3 an1unisainisuuiiou DA Tudafuziaiieegn
aagunluuszmalng Tutae 6 U (w.a. 2559-2564)

dosndeyamsdnmnisuuiiou DA Tu
dninsiaiissgninsuuresUssimalneddesuin
fedu oanunsauandiifufuuiliianiunisal
nsUuitiou DA Tudningiadssgnineuuves
Uspinalvglddanuiatu fideTahdoyamsing
firuan 1197 Bldvhnsnuinisuuidiou DA lu
dnivsiadssgnieuuadausnvessemalngly
PTEVIUFBURNAIAYN 2559 T Hquireu 2561

41

uUsznaunisanuiluased emasinnisiaszet
AUNINANDERUUITUAU (Linear Regression) Wans
Thuinanunsalfesaznsuudeu DA ludni
ysaiEgNFELITa 3 Ny I8 nzgu Taun wa
2 fuwnltuanas TnsanunsawunnsUuidiou DA
Tudninsiadssgnieuiliiinfidundeendoor
winaldndtlaazisils Tnenuilauvinuin de
ATuALLUTDY DA guan elfisuiudn izaiies
Qﬂﬁwumﬁmﬁu sauansly Figure 8 wag Table 5
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Figure 8 Trends of DA contamination in marine mammals stranded in the past 6 years (2016 - 2021).
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vadlain 1 Wl wnnsa wasddanza [42,
a4, 45, 46, 47, 48] ssaduanvgudnoganis
vl inziaiissgndsuluis smansiiu
wieunududiuiuann (Mass stranding) [7, 8, 18,
49] Taswuin DA Wuawvmnismeduduil 3 v
winvzia [44] Fanisazan DA ludSumannvie
Tussznmunudwayinlidn mziaidosgnénous
wamsemstheEess soune wiemeld Tny DA 4z
wWhluviansauesdiudulunautla (Hippocampus)
lAAnseslsaluauesdiu piriform waziila ds
kvl nziaiisagndaeuy fenmsfiaunfves
FEUUUTEAMRALNAFAUDINIT ANDNLEU LARDINTT
vathwesnanluasss viensdfiguusssnudy
wadauegnyinane 81ade1n1stn gyidennums
1 duay Juss wis visesnglaluyiud [6, 18, 50, 51,
52, 53] dm5uUSunad DA Iuﬁmimmmﬁvmqﬂﬁwuu
fusnglunenunsfinwadsd feegszning nd-
37.29 ug/g %QLﬁaLU%ULﬁauﬁ’uﬁﬂmﬂgiuiwmu
nsAnwIveRUTEmA [17, 42, 48, 54, 55, 56, 57,
58] wandliiuisnnuiuLlsvosseiuaudLdY
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veamsuuiouiinsihsy T iesanaeududiy
famaildnnsinuaded eglutasiidenasiili
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LAYAEINNNISLASUANTTINEAINETD (Nd-258 pg/g)
Tusguadviesilllamnunusunannnuruiiiuyes
FIIULNAINABUNY Pseudo-nitzschia australis
157 5x10° waddedns dudusziuaududy
wwasvesivlunesuazUaifineodnlimunzause
nstlluslnaveauyed [59] Inenuiunasineu
W Pseudo-nitzschia spp. az@3e DA lausune
anududuiiunnsrsiutueg fugumgiuassvoy
nanfiaes [60] Wudefunsane [61] finui
gamafionalutededAgysionisasneans DA ves
wnasnmauny lnenuIn Pseudo-nitzschia seriata
fidedugamnd 4 esmwaifeaty limanzause
N15A159TNVB I NAINRRUNTTARINE1? 9dna
THunasinouLinANlATEALAE B UAUDILAEATT
a3 DA TuUSinaufigandiiiedlugungd 15 asn
wadea uananddawun Pseudo-nitzschia a¢dl
AU LAz SN uee DA Wiginn
%mﬁaag‘luﬁwﬁﬁmmﬁuqa [62] Pseudo-nitzschia
multiseries 9@$19 DA igannluvisiifimnuddy
Y098 [63] wazdamuindleianisasns

YDIWAIARDUNY Pseudo-nitzschia spp. Aiin1s
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a¥19a15397y DA Tudrefifiaududuresdding
anaa [64] wenani ﬁmmmié’qﬁuwmwﬁﬁﬁmmﬂ
AON1SWAR DA VashwaInnouias Pseudo-nitzschia
seriata Tnelanzog198938inn [65] egnslsfiny
iioidunisduasesduilnadnirfionaldsuna
nsznuRnMsUutiou DA Tuglsvuazeuinunile
UeUsemeRausenarunsgulvian st ASP
Twileves

alaiAu 20 me/ke Fauvhuussanaense
Taludn 0.03-0.10 n3usiaiioawns [13] [66] dwiu
Useimndlne nsudseadlanvuanaeiunsgIuans
Tt iitomueililviuywduslnavesaosmluiidy
it duundmeiaiifinisasay

a1592fie DA lalifiu 20 me/kg vesmin

Lﬁam&l [67]

Table 5 DA detection frequencies by 15 marine mammals species.

Number % Positive for DA
No. Marine Mammal Species abitat of Previous study [19] This study Concentration
Status [40] of DA (pg/g)
Species 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
1 | Dugong dugon nearshore 16 - 100 100 77.8 0 nd - 37.29
2 | Stenella longirostris offshore 10 - - - - 100 11.1 | nd-0.87
3 | Sousa chinensis nearshore 3 - 100 0 nd - 42.85
4 | Tursiops aduncus nearshore 6 - 100 100 0 0 nd - 68.61
5 | Stenella coeruleoalba offshore 8 50 0 66.7 50 nd - 8.09
6 | Orcaella brevirostris offshore 3 - 100 0 0 - nd - 16.83
7 | Neophocaena phocaenoides | nearshore 8 67 50 0 100 100 | nd - 4.86
8 | Stenella attenuate offshore 2 - 0 nd
9 | Steno bredanensis offshore 1 - - 0 nd
10 | Grampus griseus offshore 1 - 0 nd
11 | Pseudorca crassident offshore 2 100 0 nd - 1.88
12 | Kogia sima offshore 3 0 0 0 nd
13 | Kogia breviceps offshore 1 100 - - nd - 8.97
14 | Balaenoptera omurai nearshore/ 1 - - 100 nd - 0.42
offshore
15 | Globicephala macrorhynchus offshore 1 0 nd
Total 66 nd - 68.61 pg/g

Note: nd = not detected

Hagtudeyadnunisuuideu DA Tudns
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