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Abstract

In “Thunderous literature”, | examine comedy and romance short
stories in Thai magazines published from the late 1910s to the
early 1930s. Employing Philipp Schweighauser’s concept of literary
acoustics and literature as the “noise of culture”, | argue that while
many magazine articles praise the novel wireless technology controlling
and utilizing sound waves as a hope for national progress, several
short stories demonstrate how modern noise and soundscape actually
generate accidents, irony, error and conflict. The stories utilize the
nature of voice/noise that takes the form of wave, giving it ability to
transgress frames and spaces, both literally and figuratively. This
encourages the writers to create conflicts that are full of accidents
to criticize modern identities and relationships in the ambiguous

space between private/public, urban/rural and Eastern/Western worlds.
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heralded by the rumble of distant literary thunder” (Anderson, 1985, p. 15)
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