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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis : Status and Roles of Pondok in Thai Society : Case Study

Muang District Pattani Province

Author : Miss Natthinee Piyasiripon
Degree : Master of Arts { Social Development)
Year : 2005

The objective of this research is to extensively study the status and roles of Pondok, both
its pereeived |, enacted, expected roles and context affecting roles. The target audience of this
rescarch is the people in the urban area of Pattani province. The target audience is divided into 4
main groups; the first ts local government officials in educational segment; the second 1s local
leader religious leaders and teachers in Pondok; the third is Thai-Muslim villagers; and the forth
is Thai-Buddhist villagers. Researcher has defined 4 samples from the goverrment officials, 7
from the local leader religious leaders and teachers in Pondok, 4 samples from Thai-Muslim
villagers, and 2 samples from Thai-Buddhist villagers. This research primarily employs
qualitative methodology by conducting in-depth interviews with the target audience. In addition,

descriptive statistics 1s used as an quantitative method to support analysis.

The results of the research are the following -

1. The enacted role of Pondok is to serve as a religious institution, teaching the Islamic code
of conduct. Also the institution has its role to train and produce new Islamic inherent.

2. The perceived role of Pondok from the society is its role as a religious
institution. However, some key informants have perceived and interpreted Pondok as a gathering
place of terrorists.

3. Informants agree on Pondok’s expected role that the institution will continue to exist but
it should be included in the educational system of the state. Nonetheless, all informants do not

expect Pondok to be as equally recognized as general schools.



(6)

4, By designatmg the rank of Pondok, it totally depends on the perception of the
benefits. From Thai-Muslim’s perspective, it is not unusual to define the rank of Pondok higher
than general schools. On the other hand, General schools are considered of higher status than
Pondok when judged by the Thai-Buddhist people.

5. Most informants agree that there are three important factors affecting the roles of

Pondok, the need to of people study religious doctrine , religious belief and globalization.

Recommendations from the research :

1. The Tha state should promote roles of Pondok as center of studying Islamic religion and
producing new Islamic inherent. However, the government should improve the standard of
teaching of Pondok through creating Provincial Pondok curriculum committee. This committee
will determine and monitor coutents and teaching methods of Pondok in the line of authentic
[slamic religion,

2. Because some people have remained misperception and misinterpretation to Pondok, the
government and mass media should increasingly present positive information of Pondok to the
public.

3. The government should allow local Islamic leaders and teachers to participate in Pondok

pohicy formulation and implementation in order 1o solve the problem effectively.
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