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ABSTRACT

THESIS : Political Effieacy and Politiea!l Partiecipation
of people in Nelhonratchasima Province

BY : Miss. Sirihun Inekitikat

DEGREY - Master ol Arts (Social Development)

MAJOR * Soclal Manzgement Development

ACADANEC YEAR : 19597

This quantitative study was inspired by the Bloody Mav
11992, It was aimed at finding out Lhe factors Causing pecple
from different walks of 1life to be hirhly involved ir such a
political event and later reduce Lhelr roles , sand the
relationshin between politiecal efficacy and  politieal
partiuipﬁtian and Lhe relationship between sociv-eonnonie
variables and political participation. Also,tbhe relationship
between socio-economic variables and pelitical officacy was studied
for more detailed discussion. The researcher developed d1ifferent
indicators and questions for use, and divided the poiitical
participation into 8 levels.The population included those of ag
least 18 years old who were eirigible to vote. They were seiécted bv
a multi-stage random sampling ard purposive sawpling ia order uo
get the equal proportion of people from differeri occupaiions.
The total subjects of 413 were selected fron Mrang, Fratbhai,
Bua Yal and Khonburi districts in Nakhonratchasima Province.
The datas were collected by using questionnaires s kell as
interviewing the subjects. Mean,t-test and F-Lest were employed

for data analvsis. The following hypotheses were Lested :



(5)

1. The socio-economic stabtus of people has a =ignificant
relationship with the political partiecipation

1.1 The people of different occupsations should have
political participation at different degrees.

1.2 Sex of people should have poliitical
participation at different degrees.

1.3 The people of cifferent ages should have poiitiecal
part.icipation at different degrees,

1.4 The people of different educations should have
politiecal participation at different degrees.

1.5 Urban oneople 3bouid have pulitical particination
differenl, froe raural people.

2. There should be a positive relationship behween
poiitical efricacy and political varticipation.

The (.nding were stabilsticaily accepted ail hypolhneses
at, significant level 0,05. But 1t was noted ,that political
narticipation was founded much nore in careers sut.h as teachers,
farmers, laborers and wage-earners than olber croups inciudino
doctors,nurses,goverment, ofticers,and state enterprise n?finers.

As well as ,people with lower tnan elemenlary educaticon
were wmore involved n pelitics than these with senondary
education or higher ,and aiso rural people were more involved in

politics tban urban people.



(8)

Besides,ﬂcuupatinn,age,educatinn,and residence  were
found to have a significant relationship with politica?l ef ficaey.
But some findings in this study differpd from earlier studies,
whiclk stated that people having higher sccio-economic status also
had higher pelitical efficacy.

Conversly ,it was fcund in this study that subjerts who
had low socio-economic stetus were found to have a yigher
political efficacy perhaps because of those lad experience Lo work
with peuple crrganizations for a long tima. They realized that
individual people has political power in itself ,they can bargain
the goverment for their demands. Those experiences gade peopie |
who nave low status have a higher pnlitical efficacy and
higher political participation too.

Suggestions : First, as it was found that peopie’s
experieﬁce and having political knovledge and understandine made
thes tov make _demands for tpeir own rights and their roles in
democracy, it ﬁas suggested Lhat the goverment shoild anconrage
people tc particiwate in political organizal.ion. rhis rwouid help
to develop the Lthai politieszl system.

Secena, bhis study wes quantitative reserch if Further
study should be pararell with qualitative study. It cunid be

precisely understand political behavinr than these.
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