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Abstract

This article investigates the relationship between power-knowledge,
the production of space, and the legacy of Siam’s colonialism, which
has shaped the spatial imagination of “Lanna.” The process can be
divided into 4 periods: the spatial imagination (1873 - 1899 A.D.),
the designation of this spatial imagination as “Lanna-thai” (1897 - 1947
A.D.), the reproduction of this spatial imagination within the academic
field of “Lanna-thai khadi” (1947 - 1987 A.D.), and the postcolonial
reflection of Siam-Lanna relationship (1987 A.D.-present). | argue that
power-knowledge has played an indispensable role in transforming
Lanna from a spatial imagination into a historical reality. | further
suggest that “Lanna” should be treated as just one of the many

options to represent the northern states in historiography.
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