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Australia’s Balancing Act in US-China Geostrategic Rivalry

Oratai Soparat’

ABSTRACT

From the US and China trade war, Australia as a dynamic actor has
undergone many changes in the international system. In the past, Australia
maintained a balancing power between China and US by being a trade partnership
with China and getting closer military alliance with the US. Australia forged
trilateral cooperation with Britain and US, which goes by the acronym AUKUS.
It enables Australia to strengthen maritime security in the Pacific Ocean and to
maintain nuclear-powered technology. The article argues that Australia's policy
prioritizes forging a military alliance with the US rather than focusing on China’s
economic relationship. The Constructivism approach, which is based on ideas,
knowledge, and identities as socially constructed, is applied to the analysis of
Australia as an actor in an international system. Australia is categorized as the
middle power and its role in helping to resolve conflicts between superpower
states and powerless states. Australia also acts as a hedging strategy to balance
China’s rise to the US. The grand strategy approach is another conceptual
framework of this study, which placed importance on geography as a main factor
in making political decision and concentrated on non-military and military means.
The Grand strategy persists in the influence of geographical prominence in building
security capacity. The results of the study showed that Australia's security
maritime consisted of the South China Sea, the Pacific Ocean, and the North of
Australia. In short, Australia devotes to having a favored view of the US military

alliance over Australia’s trade relations.

Keywords: Balancing Act, Geographical Rivalry, Australia, Asia-Pacific, Grand Strategy
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\NAWANAURYAAN 435.5 WA WWELYANITY HINNIYAATLEHNIMNNTRIBEN
TisFfiudanan 124 Wududeayansgy (Amaded, 2021) a1MATIVITH
ASONENNINARANIINITAN INA1ZANFIUINIUIIANgNUALRTLANIL ALY
AnnedaynAnfudiduanaatsanigy adnelafnamialszannsuansul
fannrdaudalludaanszaanuazdnlinauTindunniu sunidelugn
Uazsmnauf Ta Tuie SsmadniululmadeaiunsudiarinWiansgeudn
Samafudnluyndu vomarsegauazniavms Tnemdsfimaulauns
fraiiunisudafondenisufifodnbigfosaanioniafensdu souluds
MangIasaLNANNTeY wacliinnanlundndauniiiya
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gJﬂ‘ﬁmwﬁuﬁuﬁ'ﬁwdﬁﬁuumﬂﬂﬂLm‘aLﬁﬂﬂ‘azﬁ’umﬂ%m‘%mﬁuﬁiuml’ﬂ
Wwien3gauas qude Aaansa (ulia Gillard) wesm ALP uazlugasgunasies
inlmeune il wauuenyi (Tony Abbott) UsesunBuda ANRS (Xi Jinping)
Thapnsnanfmaduinsinturasissasing uasilaausnnasdiig
fuiszndnesesiguna asmaadslfidndanlusuinansiienianisasm
ﬁﬁﬂmqﬂ%wﬁug’mw\iLﬂL%ﬁl (Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank: AlIB)
melfinisinzesdubufeuiivian T 2015 uarasnamsfinadszndeduuas
AONAILAY (China-Australia Free Trade Agreement:CHAFTA) danail 2015
(Zhou & Laurenceson, 2021)

aunaziiolill 2017 wudnfliAsugEnduuisdt asien 4 A9 (Or Cha
Chak Wing) ka2 #1e 899 1881 1 (Huang Xiangmo) T8 HduL3anaunngsanisiies
VAN o] DUDDAATIRE 1B NITAUTN T NTTALEBURTNIIAUMRNT 6.7 Fmanieiey
anigs uar As.rn faans duusanaunnnanedamalulagiuiedeadld
(University of Technology Sydney: UTS) 411493 20 AutAasicy Walilunng
AENULLATEAMIATIAT 197 W1eE9 S3lAUFaARuEN 1.8 Emudsganiy
Aedpiimntimadniifeamamnuasan fmetioimohiRenidnosnis
annues Insanaefniguusisissamne As wie Tou A5% (Bob Carr)
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aaaAslA [Fimuaninsn1sdianisdndnfudisssiasidenatssiia
(Tan, 2021a)
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msrnumgeidaien b lumeanudsiussendnelsameniiunig
aFuUf NS ssrdesg insrussndwdseme Taefiensanannlaseadig
srunazninsssma Asnulasiinanszuseniaiimunng Aingannesiy
Falunnsesunsufdinsinssuussndnalassma Sgdsnaiudauanimdn
Alianafisfis lenasidauas bioamantaoili Tunadleesansgan@niuasiu
ansganidniissansiiniadenussuassndasmmitunanisdiule
vmLﬂwgﬁ@LL@:VI’Nmawm‘aﬂm%uﬁLﬁugﬁummm'mﬁm fupasanally
mawlasnuaslassaddawissinalussunssndasune

LAnnS 988F (Kenneth Waltz) nAniudindaieansl (Hnanads
AnLAnFNITEduaAnda e s uardalondunn TnauuAndaios
pansuisg duduanmdn Taefisgimauaznaridunisimmanlene
dtazmea wananniudaszneulfasiiadaduniafiasniosensnnda
anlaiflonmessSimandideniadliesnialu (Mahamat, 2018, pp. 113-121)

dnsuunafndafian ndinanafenisdmuanlauiadnsdsamald Foga
Fauanaessgvini maustiasneu s § s ssdnsfuancd o
mehilasssinsdawissmne lussuussinsusmne a1nwisdie Man State and War
Taeumadin anad nannflsszunsmndiassmeiidnuos Bandeuidasann(ud
SqUNANANAILIANNG ANTIHIVNS TR F uasBiosLnsrmnaasaenstssnan
AunnINENNaTAUAD S7AUST sviume s uavariussndLszma (Waltz, 2001)
waRndaieatmiliinanfajfiusasndndunnminiouazaunnim
fan (The first and Second Images) FaAunnnintlonsngda FFUIRUATTUANTN
fiaes vanefls sauansiiagnietusy sanlifessiunguuazaziuiiaanyang
s nsmaLls el waganaidles nguiFLR AN IRa AR s dET
uazildausinnistmmaianelaunasnasame Tuasasiamentsfinszming
ansgeRENAzAN arigaudmilnlaunesmuaniEnemsfiuaudiaina
naEUsefiuanIsAINdNsg stuTiaanyana W napeesdn Taed
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Uszing Sgiifgunananslietansuisumfnilnegiidnumsaunensdy
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791 aefa1 uwnd (Laura Neack) nanadieigamnanantumireugans
Tnaig Fanadifindnsinginaasanlszenenfisnin smaulserng A1lEens
ey 398 [Ufednann1einTiaRe uardnaInsnemasAaen (Teo, 2017, p. 225)

WWAS (Tanguy Struye de Swielande) NANTNAMANEILYDITTEINT
NAN9L3ENBUAIY AMHANNIT0TBI3gIWIZAUNATY (medium range capacities)
NE9FB (Self-perceptions) dnduigamnanans [HiuN195usBInnINEST
Tugm:ﬁlﬁu%’gﬁﬂmfaﬂmqmwm‘af«%’mL‘%mzﬁ”]ﬁmm%ﬂsﬁm:umwdwﬂ‘i:mﬂ
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(systemic impact) (Struye de Swielande, 2018)

%1579 1ale (Sarah Teo) aBunasgeuianarlagnanafiounuin
AasmasfasigsmnananiuniasaadsUfdniusarndnesy fannanswi
1a95gaIanaasTiandnansaiannnissusuazlsraunigoifiniumn
WS RanEalsInanan (Identity approach) aEtunnitediufieensy
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Hnlaunasineszme awinBisauanasing o Sumstuandmaneoiaanmiiv
3381419Na14 (Teo, 2017)
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warAMNENAsMad s IEnIWEAN (NN 9)
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a
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e3¢

PRNASIRENUYNEAEASNAN (Grand Strategy)

ABAAYW 1n3d (Colin Gray) BBUNHENTANAATNANNNILTINANIIUAY
TR NEFmANUAY saaLeEaeRantsnnanng Bedmmumilaune
Trannsmisiiles (Colin, 2011, p. 3) nanfie gnsAaRswanfe gnormans
Tunisuaniseassglaetinineinsansiglumnsn ioniadmuaulouns
Fnnanssiuas wlennenisnianms wlennesinsssmea uassletnsirsgia

dnuosvnegRrmansuaspamandefiiunzuazdanseulfeanzia
nnfiemnnisdadudnuosiddysdanisfasanilounesmaanuiiung el
aamas e lHutiduiiinlueg daunssnansuszdouiiiunensseanty
“ganfidusshuiindonloddymegnamanidmanuiunmaseomngde
fazdpsuntiosnslasdiiaguaninrsugiadunng 200 lidzia uazaenmile
dwiudansananazaamnIainAsasnEiuas e @any Tueanides
% wazwauginls Welifinasindamnafiiniasiuamanudunanie
snwindueBensiusanidecld Unilafedil Anes-lamn uazdszng
Tumjinzuudiin Tunsasnsmnandnudedinuanusiun dmsudndiduuenis
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@::fr]iy:Uuﬁuﬂ’mﬂ’]‘iﬂﬂﬁﬂd‘f’)NﬁuTuﬁﬁﬂ’]ﬂ@%TﬂLL‘U‘%ﬂﬂ (Department of Defence,
2016; Wesley, 2016, pp. 23-24)
gmﬁmﬂm%m”ﬂﬂm@@mmLﬁﬂTﬂﬂﬁm‘amﬂmﬁﬂmm"ﬁm@mwmﬁﬂmﬁu
Aﬂ o o o dy Lila = 1% [ [ v o
AL ARDUNDIARS (LSRN UARN M Iunziads s wazAINFABINIT NN
nensrmaniuesAnsaginiaeds falidniuiiadedn (Leverage) siouleuna
FN9laznAreInaaLAsIAY (Lee, 2020) tfaaaaiasiaslsenaaulauns
Gmﬂ‘a:mﬂTmﬁmimﬁuTugm:@u;mamaﬁq WRZNINTUIANTFRINENN
ﬁ?j'qelcfﬁ@@mm@mmﬁqL‘ﬁh‘wmﬂLL@:mﬁvﬂmiw@ﬂ‘aﬂwﬁuﬁqmﬁmmﬁﬁmmﬁ
aaaaslas N AUNITuE AN HANTNA T T URAN WEaNY
ninegnnssInmfvevenansidduunasdAniunsimmiaasegia
anuanaaEszBUlneiniladenidndey haseifwnasemugannised
a =Y o’dl 1 QI/ o/ o/ I'd =l % 3
AaNAINEAT (Han9rula A HANRus9ni1silasiussezen(d avsiu
apaAsLAgAuAann1s HanBanalsy el AruansganEng uazeansy
mwﬁqmﬁmﬂmi@ﬂmwmegﬁwmﬁu

BAMATREAUURINLNSAARSUAN IRAMNANAUETUINSFBIHEN"
sudsusiansgawanifinadinniiniasinafeatussunsndazng
aM3gaIANES N IHETAT e BELazUURRN NMsEEnenavnAwITTaY
Tugandsdaiugnsransndnansiulunisivndianiimir luAnAu 87
rdupn FasntaszasegsuasinlfiiRn1amze inAugRnaz fuman
stufiunafinniegiunaansgandn iudnussfeatunsnentuan funng

wiswgfiasiusiausaudinlsymaltuadadinge @eaRs (Deng Xiaopi) n1sTug
S92 89AUATINNIHEINNITINITENENT BIRINANTINUABAUERATUAN
10998895g lngmnzeannsdsduiusinsnienismmsiuanigemsn
uaztiuinsAnsniarssgianuam
AINANRUENNSLAsE A9 nd A nLaraaaa s AW (U T
P=y = ! = 54 v o ¥ ' o = ¥ 1A @) 5%
saawsRsuazAuadugdmanyiinisfinssndneiuandenbidn udugan
Susuniwasesmasidslnalusendned 2018-2019 Tnefivsunmnisasaan
= v 1 :; o/ a = 1
109Au50EAY 33 289nN1TaNeaNTINAUSvenan TRy usresanTRLaIann

TUsiansasay 22 aasnansioinaasanne uaasaeangias (Makin, 2020)
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Tunm 10 waznw 11 uaasUEnninnsaseanuazsindndudnans
REATAY (ANAAL) aziinlfdlSunnnisaseanaufinuasenaingide
T sAuiinBnomnniduemyinsnsUbunnaudasean dodn Uaunm
nshdnAudrendunnidusesyineesdinosiniinduiienanigawing
usitFanasidnennunas o Buaaniuomsnnnndnduisidnanau

AN 10 WARITTNILAZUSHIUNISAIDDNAUATDDNLASLAY

China
Japan | 52,764
South Korea | s25.085
United States of America [N $17.493
United Kingdom | $15.628
Singapore | $12,195
Taiwan [ $11,835
India [ $10,797
New Zealand | $9.955
Malaysia [ $7,977
All other countries GGG $67.648
0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000 120,000 140,000 160,...

® Total exports

. Exports data subject to 'No commodity details' or 'No value details' confidentiality restrictions are excluded from individual country totals and included in *All other
o

Source Australian Burcau of Statistics, Australia’s trade in goods with China in 2020 3/09/2020

#iu1: Australia Bureau of Statistics, 2020

AN 11 AR TIBRZUSHIRNTITHIINAU AT BIDDRLASLAY

China | 580876
United States of America I S 36,301
Japan N 19,144
Thailand | 514,545
Germany  EEEG— 13,693
South Korea [N 510,464
Malaysia [N s10.086
Singapore | 59,95
New Zealand [N $7.507
United Kingdom [N 56.944
All other countries | $90.217

0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000

® Total imports

a. Imports data subject to "No commodity details’ or 'No value details’ confidentiality restrictions are excluded from individual country totals and included in *All other
Countries’.

Source Australan Bureau ol Statistics, Australia’s trade in goods with China in 2020 30972020
o ) -
141: Australio Bureau of Statistics, 2020
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AN 12 YNSRI ARANIINDBHASIRLNIEITHAIUALGDN H.A. —N.A.

16,000
14,000
12,000

10,000

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000 I I
0

Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20

. Total exports to China . Iron ore (lumps and fines) . Exports excluding iron ore
a. Data subject 1o 'No commodity details' or 'No value details' confidentiality restrictions are excluded from aggregates in this graph

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australia's trade in goods with China in 2020 3/09/2020

#i11: Australia Bureau of Statistics, 2020

A 12 uameBifiudnaugidniid Ay resiueneesnsde e Ruus
Fufinananfiddyigailandonfeuduniaidnaniesiegn ¢ 1ai9u
arnfpsnaduusudoulsznaudAtylunisndamdn Aundandn (crude
steel) (919 1.05 Wi Safuingaviiddyunnaressslasssieiugm
ﬁ'ziﬂﬁfy T T N AR AP AR BRITAEIC, SP T Eats
TUsinising o aneldidiunisansiismmasssil 21 (Belt Road Initiative: BRI)
Windensdeglal wwide uazuaning EnBfsdunisasmisinaaumnay
famienuaznsunifieimu ansanielugfinnauaznazgunisiiule
NNATHENIUATNI9AT (Peach & Tan, 2021)
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1 e d?’ Py ' (% a o o
AN 13 ﬂ’l‘ilt’llx‘i?.l‘l&‘?.l%ﬂ’l‘lsliz‘i’i'?"lﬂﬂ‘l’iig@tﬂiﬂ’]ﬂﬂ@%

How the US-China trade war has escalated

US tariffs China tariffs
Jul 2018 ‘ $34bn . $34bn
Aug 2018 . .

$16bn Y s16bn
$200bn . $60bn

201
Sep 2018 at 10% at 10%

$200bn
at 25%

$60bn
Jun 2019 [ at 25%

September 2019 — December 2019

May 2019

The US and China have threatened to impose new
tariffs and increase existing ones

Source: BBC research ele[c]

‘ﬁu’]: A quick guide to the US-China trade war, 2020

1Y

AN 13 LLﬂmTﬁLﬁuﬁm%mmﬁum@ﬁﬁq%mm:Nﬂ‘?ﬁﬂLm%ﬂﬁsﬁ%lﬁu
smsmaneuli InefisvsgasBnufiumausniinannduget 2 umdmuBsn
N5 DuFauienew 2018 a1nLAn 16,000 AUWREYANITY Tnafaunaulé
Tranisifiunidiiinann 16,000 AU Y aNIT il 60,000 AsuviEsny
aNIgY Tmﬁ@uﬁqmﬂu 2018

Hussusinlaunssngszmraassrsunduf lesiad nanel Hidudasdy

1 =] o/ . =2 (-7 a A 1 =
udaeAIETNiesziulan (globalism) ﬁwfﬂmfmLuuwwmﬂmﬂm’m‘num
3231957 usiidinuAEAEnSNNR waziunnailss el anigenEn

A . TP S ST~ ¢ LAy & ] A

9158 “American First” i oldlRuiaus N afIuAIINNRANT S RIN DR ARS LAY
ﬁ“umﬂ%ﬁ@LN“?mglﬂﬂﬁ:mm‘ﬁ‘uﬁw%’mﬂfﬂmﬁﬂgsﬁﬁLﬁuwiu%’m (Gyngell, 2019)
asin9(3fieN Gfm;qlﬂm‘zu’%m‘zmﬂmﬁ‘szmm‘ﬁuﬁw%uﬂ AATNLANFITINLAN
AN 1aEuTHAN AN T8E9ANTBITU (Kim Jong Un) uazdaasiaanisaning
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Hednsazifiadniunpeew W mgnianlazdedndronsanensyiuiy
e (Finnegen, 2018) flansziins wanneewsNIf W Fnazannannissadii
TdnaBeadwiiiinle Taensuihinaagnsemansula-wafin (ndo-Pacific
strategy) ﬁLﬁum‘if&%wmwﬁ'qmﬁ@sfuﬁyuﬁﬂmﬁmﬁﬂwmaﬂmﬁmﬁﬂ Uag
uanauUaAn Tndnsorainnnuana e Fouldiniteadai
dmnavasiuuazinendwniasdiuinnnied Adadunodtuns
aupHANTIET LS v nAne Banz Tuennifeals (818w uareeainsiAe
Afwiisfnmdnaesanigandni (Chen, 2018)
uranrasenainalds g sgiifiuamidiuianans Aouaaemn
ansanlelngnisaieanusaniloandngssninedengy uaransgainEnn
AiduiusdnaiunnBaiudousinassonsnmiin uazdensriuusiunnnguly
mwrﬁmﬁ’uﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ“\mqm@ﬂmmﬁLﬁuﬂm%ﬂmmwﬂ‘m (Brexit) Tuwmuz
Lﬁmﬁ’uﬁuﬁmuﬁﬁuwmgmLm%ﬁ?\lﬂ s anafaannBedudmsy
ansgauidni W EfudnlounefGansasmmayneduiaeuasudiin Hasg
ponsanlaadne TN (US Free and Open Indo Pacific: FOIP) flsvnavdag
aundnddnade ansgawEng dwdy gunuazesmaady Tugiusiiii
NBIAIzaT g AU A as s annsunfaannsasnslageasng
rig1hilAz9nns (Belt and Road Initiative: BR) iteifhazniannssanieluguuin
awrnefiUszneausinn av3gewEn Sanauiay aadiselds vide Australia-United
Kingdom and United States (AUKUS) Alifntw BilFuansanfiessndng
SnquuazanigaRAnYTsiT e aAadsEndanan faenaislemd
snviaiine vinlreamesidslisunsaivapmlissnsnnsaunsniains
fandeslinh Trednquarasifenationlaunisensdvsnanasiusmiiorinei
nzaaull Tantammasmsudaiin sassafunanisihdoyauaznabilad
Fupnaiinas iedunisdassaasudaunsngnoeiasndisszme Gentey
fatnsduninlnerndndioszrinamise WENUAYBINEH (Pongsudhirak, 2021)
uﬂﬂ@’mﬁu@ﬂmﬁl‘iL’ﬁﬂ?ﬁfﬁﬂ%%‘iﬂQWNéQNﬁ@ﬁUﬁﬁﬂu@ﬂNLﬂumﬂﬂ’]w
Tummﬁ@mﬂmﬁ:ud'}mﬂ‘i‘iﬂﬁﬁ@mﬂﬁymm%ﬁlﬂ (Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans Pacific Partner: CPTPP) L‘ﬁuﬁ’J’m‘ﬁfJNﬁ@‘it‘iﬂd’]x‘ﬁﬁﬂuﬂ%ﬂ
ﬁﬁq@g"fw%LfJmumﬂwaLL‘U%‘Wﬂsﬁumﬁmmu%mﬂmﬁﬁmav?”mLﬂ%‘zwdw

BPAATIAY U3 [ANgaTnan wawa 38 gin nads Windln ws Saduand
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Aalls wavdasunn Aaandantiafsnanafiasanatsslumilioammsias
Wdntenannsganngnionisiiugamu seeenuazdusznaunisiusinsssme
(Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2021) #4ii vinneaaaias (Haunsn
sruneAuA UGNl samnsRedefinivdendsennfudiUdesgannan
unsauAndanila CPTPP aulfeudinganiiuani®n CPTPP winawdingani
auBnazvininsauansanladananiifiaua e @uennifafifiussannssan
500 #1uAnANLL 1,900 d1uau Wiesauay 25 1941958009 lanNIaNg
(Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2021) dauanigawanilAaasnain
mafiuanndniugalszansimnduindng ednalsinnnlugpessysnsus

o o @ @) a A & i [ A 3; %
Tuuazinnaudnniuandnanasadiasaindulasenisfidesduluase

A g o o | @ a a« o o

aaslaunun lngfuan Wersarnsesnumdaiivsastsesmundusiiinanudidy
ADIRATAT

uNALATIZY: ANKUS: unumassaasiasifeditufeuudasly

nnafvlszmArasanaasdeiiiimn saamaRedulauiefiofis
wavstlemirasaeaeademitainsiulsinie Masandasdiuulauiena
sengulugmziasadnsnnsinge deneeainsids [Faduanusandesudig
FnpnusuAgszdeanganEn samesdsuarinfuaudunatianna
OFATIAY HIBUANA UAZAN3TBINEA1 Australia, New Zealand and United
States Treaty (ANZUS) A.A.1951 gaeaeasndifuiionainsiuasoniumile
NMENNTUUBAN uansTiFudsunumansgandnnfitnaudnnlufuiiede
uaRnfiusnnnstiasiudennameinaantaiad uonaniuaanduiug
TLPINDBAATIRYUAZ AN BINENABNITRNUTANN9IaNAUaANIBLNENN
tudsnuazennfiaa uazarssandensaunn i arusanilatiusngs
AEAATIRELAZANSTO BN AU NB AR SAIHITIAY “AUKUS” .7.2021
L‘ﬁ‘i@m‘%um’mﬁ’um?uﬁyuﬁwmwﬂm%ﬂﬂ

el Uszamanniiufianisszndnsasmauisenaiaside (Australion
Institute of International Affairs) WNudaLay fAialaa (President Allan Gyngell)
Tinanadainumiseasenmasidstugusfiudgfidssamuiiugamnenans
wazmndndrdunadulansrsegisrasessinadeegiiddui 14 vadlan
MeflpamaaiRefautszinofiiuniamnig 40 Wudmwdeganiy aiunan
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