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Highway-Cracy: The Power of a Road and Dynamic of
Thai’s Transportation

Pinyapan Potjanalawan’

ABSTRACT

The goal of this study is to first perform the dynamic of the highway
regime’s effect on Thai society, and then to convey how the highway regime
affects Thai people’s lives. This research examines highway practice as a form
of spatial politics. During the Cold War, American influence was significant, and
the highway’s quality was far greater than it had ever been. This project aided
in the upkeep and surveillance of the Thai state for military purposes. This article
focuses on the political challenges surrounding national highways, which serve
as a strong dominating region. This research employs historical methodologies.
The duration of study time is between 1957 and 2020 after the junta’s direct
powers have expired. Highway strategy for development has always been the
magic item for improving people’s lives and political interests. The pretense of
highway construction and maintenance also serves as a political justification for
the highway department’s power centralization over local governments.

The Thai people were still heavily active in the highway regime. It brought
new settlements, births, and the extension of villages in both rural and urban
areas. As a result, road development appears to take precedence over urban
design. Despite the fact that the highway may not be as efficient as it appears
in comparison to other modes of transportation, it is a part of the development

fairy story.

* Lecturer at Department of Social Studies, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Lampang Rajabhat University <Email: pinyapanpot.gmail.com>
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Thai people, on the other hand, lived by consuming personal vehicles due
to a lack of public transportation. The increased number of vehicles on the road
could raise the probability of an accident. Thailand’s road accidents cost a lot of
lives and economics. Despite the fact that the road and highway are part of the

resources, while are never included as variables.

Keyword: Politics of Space, Highway Regime, Transportation System, Road
Accident
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@ A 52 a A 2 i Y A
uazarAEn Wesangsuunisnasiigeaubusamalibn desenndn@ue
f1g9T1 (Onintr, 2000, pp. 122-124, 128-132) fiRgewiniu soaufuay
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Uszne (GDP) Ae agjfiannenay 6-7 Tl 2534-2539 aousiil) 2531 dagil
Sneaz 4.77 NavinanfisirEsgae Tl 2540 TianaslUfisasas 5.74 WAENGA
Tude3eaay 2.97 Tl 2544 (Wannathepsakul, 2006, pp. 280-281) 1fA¥x
flugefaniniwEes 7 AINNITADFINNINADN Aufiaziasananayinli
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nafles wennEuduannaiduinniadesiesiuvetaesiuan@nand
FINTR (7.9.) FNIBNENUNALIS (@.91) uRfB99z g mn1eniailiasd
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Usehiug fmsuUseans (RAms) uaziszen IndRAs (nqyawuy3) U 2538
(Wannathepsakul, 2006, pp. 303-304) UNUVI284 &.4. AAN1TRIITHN
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136



YEL'JEI"I%UTB‘IEI: ﬁﬁuﬂ@ﬂ@éﬂuuﬁﬂﬂﬂa’ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂuddﬂﬂdﬂizlﬂﬁfﬂﬂ

wEen AU Ae TARmMAIYBmAISTY 2530 (Wannathepsakul,
2006, pp. 304, 307) N9AINNIETITTY QAN NNAN W.A.2535 WnHlTen A
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vasnianfsressninenanasiUfifouas 5.74 (fafl 2540 iAengalli
Speas 2.97 Wl 2544 (Wannathepsakul, 2006, pp. 280-281) yuussu1nd
naEnTNANIANgNAnas THdndainniigadatl 2542 Wide anaslunds
Sneaz 37.68 daudniaeiidngragivuisznaduil 2546 rauflazadutudn
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Ta18n77 waznaunassSATmLILMTId RN sTaasa e tnnaas i
NTHAINEAT (Reorganization of Ministry, Sub-Ministry, and Department Act,
B.E. 2545, 2002, pp. 14-34; Department of Rural highway, n.d.) u@agngafinna
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an ARy afRwisend neliameigsmmnsFiufinsunimansdniiunis
sinfUdn 5 T (Reorganization of Ministry, Sub-Ministry, and Department Act,
(No.5) B.E. 2550, 2007, pp. 21-23) A2EMANAIN NITENANTTAIHANTINL
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ddasn1aimun AT a5 AU AU IAIUALNN9NTEANEANNH LTS Y
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Uﬂﬂ‘immuﬁméu (Reorganization of Ministry, Sub-Ministry, and Department Act,
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investigated for a loan of 2 million baht, 2014, p.12; “The constitutional court
opposes a 2 trillion baht,” 2014; “Constitutional Court judge said high-speed ,”
2014) AsiiAnTumasigLszng 2557 nduiiululunienseduiian nannde
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“an131953599nynyIugmesgant dindeannszanelydd Winlienn
nsuAnReES oS nlmserauaneBeess-T- Beeue, - Beer,
F1U-Besnu it 2509 (Real Estate Expropriation Act for the Construction of
the Chiang Rai-Thoeng-Chiang Khong National Highway in the area of Mueang
Chiang Rai District - Thoeng - Chiang Khong in the area of Mueang Chiang Rai
District Thoeng District and Chiang Khong District Chiang Rai Province, B.E. 2509,
1966, pp. 276-278; Real Estate Expropriation Act for the Construction of the
Lampang-Chiang Mai National Highway in the area of Mueang Lampang District
Hang Chat District, Lampang Province, Mae Tha District, Mueang Lamphun
District, Lamphun Province and Saraphok District Mueang Chiang Mai District
Chiang Mai Province, B.E. 2509, 1966, pp.273-275) nadifnenfiidusianti
Adyfde narmumenauiniiaul a.fles 2oundumie W lunisadng
BAZAH NN NARWUHUAN NINVANIINTA NNPRNINALIRLALY NARNTLN
%l 2505 (Royal Decree prescribing land boundaries in the area to be
expropriated in Mueang Khon Kaen District Khon Kaen Province, B.E. 2505, 1962,
Special edition, pp. 35-37) ﬂﬂuLLﬁugﬂﬁwumTﬁLﬂmﬁmﬁﬂﬁmﬂmgﬁmﬂ
pruannideavile Hife ThipinannisuAmesens uasgdnaneymenafinen
MRIIINFINATAN N AEeWurinNTD 2509 auug;vmmm%bfuqﬁmmm T
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zgq%gu%@m: 27 ?sz‘ﬁﬁﬂL@Tﬂ‘a\im‘amuﬁmmgmdﬁiﬁmm:l,ﬁu 2-3 Wi
Lﬁm@ﬁﬂmamuﬂﬂmmﬁwi;jﬁiﬂfw%mﬂﬁma WAL USRS TN HENaNT
SefTidpH R ingaRail aaundne(fidennn 10 aau WFula vdu
ooy Tsaemigioniin Tsesmitle Tsssmmaniaiudamasiinensinaziias
FEANHTI ALY 1A eIERRTN WATHAAINITRULAZIATEFATUAD
fafaedneandenigramsndaundaandelaniaannnisiouinifnugas
LL@:ﬁﬂLﬁﬂﬁ’]ﬂV}’Nﬁq‘iﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ’)ﬂ (Expropriate motorway 1.2 billion, 2016, pp. 1, 4)
Tudensunan 2559 [finsredsuns@udnasainie st 19,420 Fuum
(Expropriate the Kan Expressway, escalating 20,000 million baht, 2016, p. 6)
PO TNELADS I aNE UL BU-WATIITRNT 28NN 196 AlaNATAIIY
Uszannd (57 6,600 A mum FeaReAauiuinanyszaiodoaas 10 904
wﬂ‘a:mmﬁ@ﬂ%wﬁy’wmﬂgﬁm 6 MEMALM (“The expropriation of the
motorway,” 2013, p. 19) ﬁﬂu@uumﬂmﬁsﬁﬂuﬂﬂm%’w:wum‘mmu
Hnpwnesiad Anidmielisunssninife sewesndmenunsigu-rz
szeme 109 filawns Hoeldu 63,988 amum nsumnamassazifiugsin
ﬂ’]‘muﬁu‘ﬁﬁugj@m 9,488 AU (Hit over ten thousand million for the
motorway, 2016, p.6)

agelafimy nMsauAnd i dnuoeiifeendn SwRe nslUnssmuiy
Aufwdsgmandads LLmﬁuﬁﬂmm:mmqmmaﬁ T eI
LnsdIea gl auuglaviE RR AR EE RN TR NN 51
wifllldadne wazfifinnsadTanntuadrenelnfide n1sasramnassion
fmaammuﬂmmuLﬁ'ﬂLL‘u'\ameif«vm%mmeﬁuw%’@Lﬁﬂﬁ—ﬂ‘a:qﬁﬁ—mmq%
Falna 41M9aUANNITEE MR ART UNGIUAT 2530 wazsiafiasan
auilall 2557 wiimamuilomdmisdnadnifgnaesmlaeratintiiun
flynisiant fAa n9BaduuanAsieneadrmeiueing ssifuium
i1 azfinnaaniuiaszdyriieadtennesian ilessinnisdaduntng q
fnazlilfasseandan wwamneuAueanandnedle 500-1,000 wWas vinlH
%ﬂ‘i:ﬂnugﬂwmﬂﬂﬂuumLquﬁuﬂﬂﬁq@ﬁy’q?@ LLG}'L‘%mﬁmmmﬁugﬂmLﬁu
Usafunneniafiesililenssquiatednuni 3uinsluids (Porchokchai, 2017)
warludndusuiinifindn ansruAudtsuenfegiuianteTmusssu-
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mafiasapsmniugeiiddentalisnnanassgluson
SLUBUNINAT SRFINARBATNLAELLR AU aWaaS
nrgadranndaiindnluluasfeaiadeandsonaulandans
AansaniFalunnsdinfenuiisng 9 foludanresiguaziiszanmuaingami
TUsEngamils MOMaNUNSEEIAATINGIZNNTYNLAHIINEIMa29 e o
AunnahisdngRussmauazanmuandenuasiug SelidesiudnTugauis
e NNafRauAzasHansIUsaiuTiTay 1 atndlating dansneddy
fifte nnasmannaennn-glae Tudsgnarmansuda aunaeiife auniiden
wRzduan-neiaanuesiui ouuduidonnfitedn muasaatdedhi 2493
(Naming the highways and the large bridges, 1950, p. 6382) %ummuufﬁﬁm
pnsnaailaaiiiudunss dnunadidyie asvaseisniuLazInaseAd
qunspiistl 2522 Thdulaunsusulgeanemssidmandglaie Tugiu
ANNIINTBILNINNTENTNANEIBNTT AUBIANITANEIanUszERTAYia
Trssntadaniiaszndnsmniimnn it 70 Alawssiasniiui 70 pnanshlamns
(531 260.3 s s THaamimmn 10T nasRansdsHgaussluso
aanlviuazyiinisfrsanueen(dasraduaunidsunssienauuny
(Boonyasartpan, 1983, pp. 25-26; Sukhothai Historical Park, n.d.)
Tushednin Annsvmnuiaaaiies uazaansw e ifsaubianfies
yilidaailadunieasnasimiifienszatanisiAuniere9sausnnuas
salngnsunedand Hsniuiesinluhuandadie witfeymnie nnssindula
FANUNEDNIHBIAINA1INITINFIUNA DL NNTHNNNAN  UASNTHNNNAN
guuniuaaaen sanlUenanlesinisuaziaies aundenflesanaay
Usnguinluflessuaingjagningamneg dew e auAnASARTIdDH
szdnauenfuuesUguanaianing nueenwidesUguenauasoianuvies
Gudnl¥end 2509 (Department of Highways, 2019)
squradlaznmauiaainmnematsuiiusedomndlos dauns
ANALARIUNANITBIUUIN NN AWDE IR T89FUNTAE 19NN R247]
nnezanslaansian i aunaedeniiesnnssnil 300 wWas (2515), Besis
30-220 195 (2515), Y33u8 300 1ms (2515), 413 600 RS (2517), 89213

o/ A

200 1§19 (2518), NMMWANT 50 Lm5 (2520), aziBaman 200 WAs (2523), Tl
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200 AT (2523) §3THHIT 240 AT (2523), Ins1978 971913 40-98 1N
(2524) (Declaration of the Revolutionary Council No. 222, 1972, pp. 3-4; Roydl
Decree stipulates a highway line to build a national highway around the city of
Chon Buri, B.E.2517, 1974, p. 7-9; Declaration of the Revolutionary Council
No. 225, 1972, pp. 1-3; Declaration of the Revolutionary Council No. 313, 1972,
pp.43-44; Royal Decree stipulates a highway line to build a national highway
around Saraburi, B.E.2517, 1974, p. 10-12; Royal Decree stipulates a highway
line to build a national highway junction of National Highway No. 208 (Maha
Sarakham)-Kalasin-Sakon Nakhon. Around the city of Kalasin, B.E.2520, 1977,
p. 316-318; Royal Decree stipulates a highway line for the construction of the
Bang Pakong-Chachoengsao National Highway. Around the city of Chachoengsao
B.E.2523, 1980, pp. 14-16; Royal Decree stipulates that the highway line will
be constructed on the Sikhio—Chaiyaphum-Chum Phae-Loei-Chiang Khan
National Highway. Around the city of Chaiyaphum Chachoengsao B.E.2523, 1980,
pp. 14-16; Royal Decree stipulates a highway line for the construction of the
Takuapa-Suratthani-Sichon-Nakhon Si Thammarat national highway. Around the
city of Surat Thani, B.E.2523, 1980, pp.14-16; Royal Decree stipulates that the
highway line will be constructed on the Khao Chong Pran-Wat Chalerm-At-Petch-
kasem National Highway. Around the city of Photharam in the area of Photharam
District Ratchaburi B.E.2524, 1981, pp. 10-12) \{iugin aviiudnnsdiidasiny
fulnsnann udndiindnileddlsresnieemmamansd dowRuissnd
RTINS REY ?II\‘ILfl’ﬂ\iLauimﬁuﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁdﬂuuﬁﬂNLﬁﬁdﬁLﬂuV}’NLLﬁrﬂﬂi‘gW‘l
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FIUNAN Lmui‘/‘i%ﬂgjsfuﬁmﬁuﬂﬁw‘a:ﬁu aua. WEameALTa MinlAlagents
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Sypnfien uelwaasiinasensuanssanfiteniif Fadenulnsifonne
LLGiLﬂum‘aﬁ@ﬂ%mﬂxmmm:ﬂmﬁ%ﬁmmm%‘@muuw@wmgL‘ﬁﬁﬁqsﬂﬁu
PNBULLTIWE N RNezinaNsiefia el 0.09 ANIN-a5 Ty afANNA-
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(Hawazuna2) dav a.5san AT buiuaonfiadadu 3 dauuent fAe fﬁ\‘iﬁulql%
LL“N::ﬁIN‘W‘izuﬂ‘iT WAY2 3INTTELNIN 45 Alawums (REALIST, 2019) %ﬁﬂuu
SynAENIWRNN9INNTE Bmaasssmadt 9 Asesdasy 25 T Tull 2514
Tsvuauuammansanessanfin Baeusilansd 2514 usndnazinmmun
UHININa9fiNfiell 2524 u&a (Declaration of the Revolutionary Coundil
No. 23, 1971, pp. 3-4; Royal Decree stipulates the highway line will be built for
municipal highways. Ratchadaphisek Line Tha Phra District-Sam Sen Nok
Sub-District, B.E.2524, 1981, pp. 17-19) e AN T TUNTyIEen S
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