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Abstract

The qualitative research on the symbolism in Vanitas paintings aims to study the
meaning of symbols in Vanitas paintings and classify them. The study is based on still
life paintings that depict the concept of Vanitas by 17th century Dutch painters and
the analysis of supporting documents. It is found that Vanitas paintings often represent
the temporary nature of earthly life and reflect concerns about the existence of life,
happiness, enjoyment, fame, knowledge, wealth, and worldly power. At the same time,
there are also symbolic images of Christ showing the way to salvation. These symbols
are related to the Dutch economy, culture, and Protestantism, which is their religious
belief, and they demonstrate a balance between secularism and religion. The works are
remarkable because they are a semiotic reminder of the impermanence of things, in
contrast to the enchanting representations of beautiful objects. The symbols in Vanitas
paintings can be categorized into three groups based on their symbolic meanings:

1. Transient Life and Death, 2. Earthly Existence, and 3. Resurrection.

Keyword: Symbolism / Still Life Painting / Vanitas Painting / Painting of the Dutch Golden Age
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MNUIRRTRLTANIIafRiTsla %mﬂssmwﬁﬁamﬁi’amiéqmiﬂﬂé’q;ﬂijﬁuugasmiﬁ’naua
ATATALEITE A MAUATIVINY naTIRe Insnssinaneneanmduunisvesingmalaniivau
TmAnauvadlua uwilurusforiunduamemiunszauiedluyuilnanseutngdeanuludss

YIANLN ANUGY VITOANUNFANTUTINAEY

Sodmamumnerednsnssumndvianun dnstiewiirennaedlulufianiafieity
Wy RisAmRaUsaenudy, unineduassuua Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University,
2021) na11 “Insnssuquilimiia fledenihiunanveaalunsysssudyyianseni
1 “afladsumaiad nﬂ?ﬁ'qgawﬂuaﬁa%’a” T%Jms%’mﬂfjui’mqLﬁaﬁwLaua%aﬂQWMLﬁauiaLﬁaaﬁ’U
aralavavosmsluiu uadlanailufundneaumslan aaonauianssuenanns vieiinieinis
Aats Sawusln 1 (Veca, 1981: 164) na1I mjumwﬁL?’im%aqﬁ’ummLU'ﬁwmwaﬁimuwé
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ASaTiU ATu (Koozin, 1990: 6-7) na1 wnAnEesndia shgnihludenlsaiuidvie
fdug Feflnrumnefifevesiuanuszueesdin wu “wwuln 13 (memento mori)
mnefle $hnaunesie uiafiieulnsydndsmuneiluenandnides wie “In wila
9158 aean” (Vita Brevis Ars Longa) M Aadzfuen Findu iuianmwazivlaedanums
nsuImEYInan Sunewnsiia (Hippocrates) MUisuilseiinnulufugnivesdin wonani
A1 “Fiida yaan” (Similis Bulla) fmnusnewuiiesiududin “leluyaa” (Homo Bulla)
fio mawFeudisuiinuyuenfunudnuuzteesayiinsouazuandvadlundum aundd
nan “@n nsuBa naelEe uR” (Sic transit gloria mundi) fiAumaneis Feidemndannes
a1eduly FovunasnouwnAndownuiludss ynawmuwduedads Fafudsdanufeesi
uuArlunIaTsAsIAAInInI I

G?mqﬁwé’wamu%mnssmwﬁﬁa #151UNTUUIUNULAT (Britannica, 2020) SLﬁszTauuafiw
Insnssmaiuiaunnangunsivaniasamdndnuadug ffnelinundwesnimyaas
luadaeiseiuresd uaxd 1620 lanaeduuuimssenienluanied 1650 Tneflquanatsey
fifloslaidiu (Leiden) %aLﬂuﬁuﬁé’ﬁ@ﬁuaqé’w%ﬁaLL’N AR AADIAY (Sterling, 1959: 21)
\auenn Ansnsuvuile 2 Ussinitanansanulalunquiiuunuusuiuseasanassed 15 fe yuila
fidunmunuvemssusvietinygy uazyuianivia lnesnwuiiudavesinsnssuainussfuumu
UM W “The Braque Triptych” Tunaizdau (il 1) ve3nsns Isiies Wu wes Laiu (Rogier
van der Weyden, 517 1399-1464) ADAAABIAUBTULLA ﬂgmuua§ (Grootenboer, 2005: 138)
finanmn %mmamwﬁﬁaamWiawulgﬁu%L’;wg{’]wé’waqquﬂﬂaiuﬁmiwﬁ 15 uag 16 1y
“Portret van Margaretha von Mochau (AUI) way Vanitas (MUVE)” (M0 2) 1esdnInse
wwasifu V19ifia Lusu (Barthel Bruyn the Elder, 1493-1555) shlmduiidaoun Insnssunuila
'nﬁﬁaﬁ?uli%'uﬂi'lﬂgﬁﬁwwé’waqquﬂﬂamﬁau (19 dunmyanadAynmauInEanIn
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AW 1

Tsifers i a3 oy, “The Braque Triptych”, $731 1452, urahuunlulon, 41x34.5 9al.; 41x68 91l; 41x34.5
ayl. Msinmgnas, wiuas

VL899, 9N Braque Triptyph, by R. van der Weyden, ca 1452, Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Braque_Triptych). In the public domain.

awii 2

‘U7§“2‘V7a ZUSIZ “Portret van Margaretha von Mochau (”?’ilzl—ﬁ){/ui/iuyii) uag Vanitas ( '7/?7—@?147/75\7)”, g 1524 7
Wuvuly, 61x51 91, Tifisdnmlnsians salaos, iuisosuaus

WIELNE. N Portret van Margaretha von Mochau, echtgenote van Gerhard von Westerburg, by B.
Bruyn de Oude, 1524 (https://krollermuller.nl/en/barthel-bruyn-de-oude-portrait-of-gertraude-von-
leutz-wife-of-gerhard-von-westerburg). Copyright 2023 by Kroller-Muller Museum.
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nmsthiauenwneivanfswrlugusfidudydnualidinssauieulnyaaalafinnsan
ferumelafumnudeutaunamsssd 16 melamudernsmaunitaduayulmyanafnymdn
FdeuMBALIDY ARDAILATLITETN mﬂﬂ%mawﬁqmmmaﬁuLﬁumiaﬂﬁvﬁuﬁaﬁﬁsumﬂu’[ﬁ]
nesnnmnglnaniedududasseonainamyanatilugmsasenimdnanssuyuieoniivia vk
amﬂiiwumﬂivLﬂmummmﬁvLsaqmuwaLwaaaamaﬂwmlmaéwmmumammmaqmimawﬂ
GHY

mu%mﬂisuﬁuﬁﬁﬂiwﬂgsluaﬂaﬁﬁmwwmﬂwmasua&m'ﬁﬁmuamwﬁfmq yhliniuinig
mlwwmmquﬂizmwumwamu WU 1904 ANaAY (Sterling, 1959:45) na1mUsznaumy
ANYDEIE81M3 (the representation of meal) mwﬁuﬁ'maﬂlﬂ (the flower piece) NMNVBING
lu (picture of fruit) AwnUNSaNdRILazUan (game and fish) m‘wuuuﬂ’nuwa (the allegorlcat
Vanitas) WazaInIngs1AILng (Decoratlve displays of precious objects) AULAANE N3ul
(Grimm, 1990: 30) namisananssusuils 4 Uszinn laun aenlikaydni (Flower and Zoological)
ININITTUAMNUALS (Banquet painting) 1via (Vanitas) wazvSosUmag (trompe-l'ail) anAnile
11973 (Chadwick, 2017: 131) na1a HasudnsnssuuilaingniFendesudssnnvesing lwu
MuBswwngey (little breakfast) 9MSITIUINLBY (little banquet) aaeenly (flower
piece) uarfifisfamlsand (Rijksmuseum, 2022b) lananifenisthiauanmmuils 3 Uszian fio
nenluuazualyl (flowers and fruit) mwﬁuﬁqmmﬁvg’] (ontbijgens/breakfast piece) wagtna
(vanitas) gﬂﬁgﬂwaﬁaﬁjumma, 19%9AU 7.9, (National Gallery of Art, 2007: 89-92) Iﬁ%azgaiw
UsEnaunien meImsen (Breakfast piece) ﬁu,ammmL%&JUS']sﬁ%mwmmauuiazﬁwgmw
fatuiFon “Pronkstilleven Awdnaiignan (Game picture) ilsia (vanitas) LLazmwﬁuﬁmaﬂlﬁ

(Flower painting)

INNSIMUAUTEAVHANUIATNTTUUTBINIYINSAaUy naenauveAaULas s N
199U Wlpulatsndauszinvlvg lawn 1. Insnssuyuileniiia (Vanitas) 2. Insnssuyuiisnanty
WAl wavdma (Flower Fruit and Zoological) 3. Imsnssuyuilallon1ms (The Representation

of Meal) 4. Insnssunuilednifignal (Game)



mamu%mmsmjuﬁwmwizmmﬁmﬁﬁammmﬁmﬁL?‘i8';65@&ﬁ’mwﬁﬁaum%aﬂﬂﬁ’umw
Fog namilam Insnsamiadulimuaquedeluioden isemnuenaudnuusnanenm
vosdydnualaznun dnsnssuyuilindvia fo mwﬁmﬁmqLﬁﬁ@%@ﬁﬁﬂﬂwanmLLazmmma
Jundn venslnandsee Weudu wioufinusznnasy wmimndaenassinievesiu
ilvia o rwefiadswesasandmidlan InsnssuyuisUssnamaun foraudemiunssuiiion
fedassnananlamuiu ﬁqﬁmnm&é’wawﬁamﬁmizLﬂwuaqa“’zgé’maﬂumu%mmamwﬁﬁa
WU 59773 103nansex (Ingvar Bergstram, 1913-1996) VLGTLL‘UIQIJ%Lﬂ%ﬁ@ﬁﬂ‘lﬂﬂjmuﬂ’s’mﬁﬂa
vosuyuela 3 dnwa Ao

1. amanduegmalan (Farthly Existence) lwu wilsio gunsamsinemansuazfaus
Tufaenaninien dmesdian uasvesavay wu wWienves Taneuim Guns nass
B 1AFDINLAT B175 YINTIE BWNT LASESAL LN LazyuUaALAeS

2. aallaiaduvesdinuazanume (Transient Life and Death) 1w nszgnuyweuie
nszgndnY uinmn winmIe ey pisaiii @nunngaiu) vlpsay ponly
uazunila

3. Msflufunsy sl (Resurrection) i 3 (Wheat) aaisa (Laurel) 183 (vy) sfnusing
éamﬁumqgw‘%aﬂﬂ‘maﬂ (As cited in Koozin, 1990: 6)
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Al ﬂwzﬁmmLﬁuagjmﬂaﬂﬁulﬁ'mﬁuﬁ’ummﬁﬂ‘wa%ﬁlg%’whuﬂizamﬁuﬁaﬁga 5 Y99
e laun ¢ ¥ 9N A wazneduiadioassarumanmauls mudydnvaenuluddures
Tinuazarumeingvanisws Fumulasinszgn vieIngiuansfamanariaasmdaiatuua
deuly LLazé’zyé’ﬂwa}ummiﬁuﬁuwwﬂmﬁﬁmﬂ’uﬁ’umigﬂqéalﬂéﬁmﬁﬂwiﬁwﬂﬂﬂﬂauwLLUU@?@L@M
uanaNi SamunissuunUsziannanudasnssumiltamundnnsdnasesausznouniniag
Sauusla N (Veca, 1981: 187-190) Fawvseenidu 3 Uszian lown 1. Tnsidussideu
(An orderly table) mei’mqﬁj%%u fuvusvesnmsneingludnuaziiayuiesunainmis
Tugeusuaznelmindisuniuaem 2. Ingitlsseidou (The table in disorden) flo TaefidniSes
Fanoenavannuans fhuanupmesnmiisngidumelniiuszunuredazfidesain Benonisuos
ﬂﬁju’;’mq%agﬂLﬁuL{ijﬂ@?astﬁ"aﬁa 3. %’jmml,azagmﬁwuma@ma (The consoles and the studio
corner) LLamamwmgamﬁiaugami’mqmn?hsﬁu thiauesuaiuifluansaesunglaluauds
Funsfitueenunaniiung
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NANIUBY BNAE WIe BIlAU LB AU 2 Jacques/Jacob de Gheyn I, 1565-1629)
38 aINAd e N18U ye1qla Jacques de Gheyn the Elder) ¥ “Vanitas Still Life” (n1w# 3)
7 1603 losunmseansurndunaanuinsnssuuilandviadunsn Taiisdundauzulvsingi
(The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2022b) lalvvayaiiefunanuiuillagasuainulan
nanuifadunmyuilandviamnuwnian uansnndgydnvaniiiesvesiuauluiswemyus
nelvandsuy Wesayvuinluy aenluiigndn uwaznivusiivassaiununeflinndy aunin

1% d' ' 1% [ s v ~

dxvaunuiinguunetayliznaumenmniaaniu (Torture wheel) WazgUunIuasNNLaeIvd

v [

HUelsAlTeu (Leper's rattle) #9T9ANNVAIAAIVBINYYY T19NVUIVVNYULAIAUULAD
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wluesHa (Democritus) wazasIAaRa (Heraclitus) Wnusweyrwnin3nlusagiissiaysesiu
Tniudin

ammanglvanfseemelurosaninenssuassiuderiunisdnmuuudaiu s
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wnansiseuANTSesanumsal narlanamingimusuansiilususdndnuasnnminis
L‘ﬂumwLmu"’zfmqﬁuaqLﬁuiﬁiu%ﬁmaﬁqﬁ’ﬂﬂ aonnanafuIeames aavi (Liedtke, 2007: 213-218)
flanamdsarumnevesdydnualasazuanulen fguadyauuiiauearuiavsmeany
Anuiieulatuninmisenan usnansluannwndaiinulalumendsaintiauenimingluiie
Used1Tu vugalaslidnwsni3nd1an “HYMANA VANA” finrnamaneiis “human vanity” fle Ay
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s dsuLUUAA Ao Taluyaan Famnefedinunuomiounasay memsuaunauaiy
Fugruesgnlaniftedossusuilanlugalusial (mappa mundo) nendnFasnsdssaguasian
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aradsmosslsnEounagnsaensudunminusnnisfiesusevesywe wonnted
umth g waglwAensuaamanumdamdunmalan wlafinsunaeafonuinuazeaniu
quas Bnvlasanguazanifonunainlaivesd g saenuvdsysuiuvildsdauming
fanulsmasminedumdlan seslsifivSeysurutuinesesddetsfemamalanlanie
awinguurlesayiamuniinanisnanuiulsusslssimngiunonsdymunduanume s
Formumneruiifovnngsufumsnusiindnlimvieveuaddaiim “HVMANA VANA” &

o w a

vnef Fnuyveaiudueiods BsanaSuanszddgmunufnsuunividlndaauddu

St iALEHNANUYBIANAT Lo Bt Held axvoulmiufsdnuuemstaiesnlszney
auvuaAne Msdnnergiiisduituluresanidnensaudiaes ssrUsznouimuiSauusle
nmidenn Ussnnlasfidussdou edeasdydnualesanauanenivmamau vamean
mﬁfhLauamwiéjﬂ%’uLﬂ?ﬂlaulﬂmuma@uim%usumlmwgﬁﬁ] %msﬂiLLangazamamuﬁulﬂﬁaumw
Insnssuiithiaue Tnuaresnussneuiidureuasiilaisanmmsniiauaiedatu faiusnglu
nasuresdines Aaas (Pieter Claesz, 1596/1597-1660) Insnsudaruidemnainsnssumuis
ﬁy’wﬁzmmwﬁﬁaLLazmw%m5ﬂiﬁuﬁuﬁaﬁaawmﬁﬂuﬁﬁﬁgmwﬁq



Nauwestned Aanadtuiiitedn “Vanitas Still Life with the Spinario” (A il 4)
1alud 1628 Jagtuduantfvesiisiusilsdnd Feifisiusidsnanldlideyaifoaty
waauiuii farnAeatesiunisiine anlide swan ganse dosnund uagUssRsnnssy
Yuuaawesatiui3le (Spinario) (1wl 5) Taviaiunasa1ud ndondenssgnuaznsvanfsus
Wanuaiieden laniduiisannarnuasiislusennulldaiy (Rijksmuseum, 2022a)

Usghunssugudnminilidlumidnlnddwiniite “aluisle” wie“Boy with Thom”
WaaseluatensngAnIssen 3 nouAsSanNIaLarAnaantaglsIus1IANISTEN 1 NOUASEANA
ad o PR a v ° o aa ! & a A ]
fyaidedlugrusiilunanueaiadn swaumenisiiausenuizetad 1 alusssueid ausn
Yoaanminmanasgyislasunissensuinduniseiuaasdiunnnuenanuesuyed (The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2022a) Usefunssuduillasuanuaulaegisnnaindalusue
AN BLTDLUTDIFIS DY



Tudsefiudosmuaulell vsad ameds (Sterling, 1959: 55) nad1 mMssanea
UsgRmnnsslunmiBsundviaveswndnd aasaaunsanussagilosenanuussinnssunis
fuarguiurunadmiuldsudvinennandmd faamsanuussiunsasngeglunany
Insnsnmidviavesyindlivosnsinufmanuiuivesines raradie aeandoatusamiu
Badnd (Edwards, 2015: 51) Aildnanfmanuussiinnssufivanglunmi Ssaguanuld
1 aneluagilevesdnansluamssudl 17 Snilulssfunssuadonanadndulvgsiassdude
Julanawes uenani sdldftesuivguisunadniduaeiisuiesendun mossguasde
(Lucretia) (1wl 6) ifmaenatndnsnssuvesgia asmiia §ela (Lucas Cranach the Elder, 1472-
1553) ImwizamﬂsiuLLasz'mﬁawLﬁuﬂ'ﬁé’wﬁaL%qLU'%EJULﬁauszijmsﬁ’]Lﬁmmﬁ'ﬁm%’g
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53 Aunsneneanssusgand

ammaaeduzndsanddenifedesiuiuugiesds doyannudsdeusy Remans
nsntesanssnsslsiude “Ab Urbe Condita” wesindsyiRmansunilsiiuad (Livy) Iénanis
2sA3LTe71 WunssenveuuNaled mindua Aeaaliiva (Lucius Tarquinius Collatinus) 158
anvuulae@nga n3aiue (Sextus Tarquinius) W3esiniSendn msadu (Tarquin) Wugnvieves
nén3dwidlau deungiadeiaidonisgnauiulinseunirveasedls uasvidsaniuldeindanie
ATUATIVRNTRRNNANYDIATWENITENToILAz UgN SEANENs Sy UliaR 1T 1¥eA 1ilug
mslAuduszueundsduaziinnisnansasisasslatutulud 510 Aouasannia (Brooklyn
Museum, 2022) nduuresgiasdefiifstosiunssesuantundeidlagniundenles
dhfuUsedRmansuiveausesuaud Jeesdediiielilssudasamanmsunasesvendnid
awu dumuldd nsnssluatedfnilivsslomianndesmmase mandiiiedoans
WenlsiuFessnddnuesgealiofeituiu
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aAa AsniA geo1jla, “Lucretia”, U 1553, 37.3x
23.9 o, Aamaunalass, Ussimeasui
WaEYg. N Lucretia, by L. Cranach the
Elder, 1533, Wikimedia Commons, (https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lucretia.jpg).

In the public domain.
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UsedunTsi “Spinario”, $13ANI55W9 1 nauAsannTa,
g9 84 v, voRaUIWITS, Uszinadna

Vg, N Boy with Thom (also known as
Spinario), 1st century B.C., The Uffizi. (https:/www.
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Copyright 2017 by MiBACT.
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