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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Evaluation of the Environmental Impact Assessment system in

Thailand: A case Study of the Gold Line Minor Mass Transit

System
Author Miss Khemanat Rattananikorncharoen
Degree Master of Science (Environmental Management)
Year 2018

The main objective of this thesis is to evaluate the environmental impact assessment system
of the Gold Line Rapid Mass Transit System, as well as its problem and difficulty on the
environmental impact assessment (EIA), and propose the alternative means to improve Thailand’s
environmental impact assessment. This thesis is a qualitative research that applied the CIPP-1 Model
into the EIA system evaluation by taking five main factors : context of the project, input, process,
output, and impact. Primary data was collected by combining in-depth interviews and participatory
observation with different groups of stakeholders as well as documentary research.

This research indicates that the context of this project, EIA in Thailand, is the fact that support
from the legal improvement is needed without abandoning the importance of the morality, as well as
the needs and worries of the community members, and development potential of the area. The input is
every relevant party in carrying out the EIA, except the community members, has the knowledge and
fully understand the EIA procedure and approach. The process is the need to inform the public about
the EIA transparently and entirely, and give relevant public the opportunity to express opinion, then
take the acquired opinions into consideration. The output is the EIA reports that were compiled to
conform to the relevant regulation, by the specialists in each field under the environmental
professionals; however, with the difficulty to access to the complete EIA reports. Finally, the impact is
that part of the community members still doubts the academic freedom of consulting companies, while

believing in their expertise and experience. The community also agrees that regular public relation and



(6)

participation helps improving the confidence and understanding of the project, which will sustainably
reduce the conflict between the project and community.

This research also found that the public participation plays a big role in the success of the
project, while the problem of the EIA procedure still lies in the community’s lack of knowledge and
interest in the impact of the project, and the power to take important decision is still in the hand of
project owner instead of the community.

The main suggestion for the promotion of EIA in Thailand is that the legislative body reviews
the relevant regulation for EIA, and highly considers the public quantitative and qualitative
participation. The owner of the project and consulting companies need to improve the public
participation throughout the EIA procedure, and increase the public participation budget according to
the size of the impacted community. The community itself needs to be ready to take part in the
participation process, and straightforwardly express the opinion. Finally, a neutral party needs to be

appointed to carry out the procurement for EIA consultant.
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