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Abstract 245 4 31

The objectives of this research were to (1) study the legislative role of the municipal
council; (2) study factors that led to success or failure of the municipal council in fulfilling its
legislative role, along with the problems and obstacles; and (3) make recommendations on how to
develop the municipal council and its members.

Data were collected from three groups of samples: 100 residents of Chiang Mai
Municipality, 24 members of the Chiang Mai Municipal Council, and one group of municipal
administrators, consisting of one mayor and four deputy mayors. Data were analyzed using
content analysis and percentages.

The results showed that (1) at present the Chiang Mai Municipal Council has a role
of reflecting the needs of the people and supporting the work of municipal administrators, but the
council cannot express a strong legislative role by issuing regulations or inspecting and balancing
the power of the executive branch. (2) The problems and factors of failure came from the
behavior of the municipal council members because most of them were related by family ties or
were part of the same group of friends, and they came from the same political group as the mayor.
(3) To develop the municipal council and its members’ legislative role, the behavior of the
council members should be developed by creating a better understanding of the actual intent of
the legal tools with which they are provided to use in inspecting and balancing the power of the
executive branch, so that they can use those tools more effectively; by changing their attitude to
realize the importance of the power rendered to them; and by building conscience so they can see
the importance of their role in representing the people of the municipality and in promoting

democracy so that people can be given opportunities for self-government.

Keywords: role, legislative, Chiang Mai Municipal Council
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