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Thesis title: The Role of Buddhist Monks in Pushing to Have Buddhism Established as the
National Religion from 1994-2007

Researcher: Phra Somphong Poolsuk; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and

Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Vivat lampriwan, Associate Professor;

(2) Thapanat Prom-in, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2010

Abstract 2 4 5 4 3 2

The objectives of this research were to study: 1. the background, reasons and objectives
of the movement to push to amend the constitution to instate Buddhism as the national religion; 2.
the behavior of Buddhist monks in this movement; and 3. the impact of the movement.

This was qualitative research based on documents and interviews with a sample of
14 monks involved in the movement, including hierarchs and leaders of the movement. Data were
collected using an interview form and analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that 1. the movement to have Buddhism instated as the national
religion grew from the idea of having Buddhism as the national religion and the suitability of the
political situation at the time. The reasons for the movement were that a group of monks wanted
to develop greater efticiency in spreading Buddhism and wanted the government to provide more
support for Buddhism and the Buddhist clergy. The objectives of the movement were to officially
make Buddhism the national religion by law and to protect Buddhism against threats. 2. The
administrative level monks and the leaders of the movement felt that it was the duty of monks to
protect the religion and that it was not against their rules to join in this kind of political
movement. The communication process they used to promote their cause consisted of sermons,
print media, Internet and personal communication to encourage other monks and lay people to
join the movement. They joined in political activities such as demonstrations in front of
Government House and hunger strikes to pressure the government. 3. The major impact of the
movement was that the majority of the public did not approve of the monks’ behavior because.
they felt that monks should not be involved in political matters. Some members of the public
approved of the movement because they agreed that Buddhism should be supported by national
law in order to help promote peace in society.

Keywords: role, Buddhist monks, Buddhism
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