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Abstract

The objective of this research was to find the political significance of the
Braab Ho Monument.

This was a qualitative research based on a descriptive interpretation of the
political significance of the original Braab Ho Monument erected in 1886 and the newer
one built in 1949. ‘

The results showed that the political significance communicated through the
original Braab Ho Monument was a tool for nation-state building under the absolute
monarchy system because it created a sacred space for expressing the legitimate
authority of the leader. It helped melt the different groups and classes of people under
the power of the monarch and made them feel loyal to the same head of state. The
monument was also significant as a symbol of the state of Siam, which resisted
colonialism and remained free and on an equal standing with other nations. The political
significance of the new Braab Ho Monument is that it was rebuilt to emphasize
nationalist sentiment in the modern world, overlaid with a sense of the diversity of
ethnicity of the people in Nong Khai Province, all of whom identify themselves with the
same Thai nationality. The symbol of the Garuda and other rituals convey a meaning of
the legitimate administration of the government, appealing to people under its power not
to rebel. The area around the new Braab Ho Monument has become more of a public
space and less of a sacred space than before. Since the monument is a unique
characteristic of Nong Khai Province, it has also become an important economic area as
a tourist destination.

Keywords: Political significance, Braab Ho Monument, Nong Khai
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