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Abstract

This article aimed to present the phenomenon of migration to seek
economic opportunities through transnationalism of the new generation of Chinese
immigrants and impact on security in Bangkok. It was a documentary research
together with primary data in qualitative research by random purposive sampling and
in-depth interviews among new generation of Chinese people who came to study at
Thai language institutes in Bangkok. Data were analyzed with the theory of mobility
studies in the transnationalism concept. The results of the study revealed that 1) the
mobility of the new Chinese generation in the present was different from that of the
overseas Chinese generation in the past. The new Chinese generation moved in with
4 objectives consisting of work, education, follow- up to migrate, and seeking
opportunities. It was a temporary move aimed primarily at economic opportunities
by creating a transnationalism in that territory; 2) the push factors from the source
country and the pull factors from the destination country were connected to the
power structure through the policies and attitudes of the Thai state which
encouraged foreign investment and new entrepreneurs resulting in the

implementation of economic activities through transnationalism in the classroom of
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Thai language institutes which had become a space for the new generation of Chinese
economic interactions, leading to; 3) the security impacts, both positive and negative,
on occupational and housing security of local people from the new generation of
Chinese seeking economic opportunities. In other words, this phenomenon was a
form of Chinese economic and social colonial expansion into Thai territory. Therefore,
there were observations of the Thai state in terms of the review of development
policies in relation to economic investment to reduce the gap in seeking
unreasonable opportunities for foreigners by taking into account the stability of local

people as well.

Keywords: Transnationalism (Cross-Border Social Field), Seeking Economic

Opportunities, New Chinese Immigrants, Security
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