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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to analyze (1) the contents on Thai
folk lifestyles that appeared in Anake Nawigamune’s writings; and (2) the thoughts
underlying the presentation of Thai folk lifestyles that appeared in Anake
Nawigamune’s writings.

This was a qualitative research. Methodology comprised documentary
analysis and in-depth interviews. Research findings were discussed via analytical
description. a

Research findings showed that the contents on Thai folk lifestyles that
appeared in Anake Nawigamune’s writings could be classified into five main topics:
dressing, education, occupation, beliefs and rituals, and recreation. Conclusions of
findings on the five main topics were as follows: (1) On dressing, the writing
portrayed the folk lifestyle from the viewpoint of adopting Western culture, with
adjustment to fit into Thai social and cultural conditions. (2) On education, it was
found that basic lesson books were important for children because they had the
contents promoting virtues and morality and contained beautiful illustrations, which
were worthwhile to read not only for children at the time the stories were written, but
also for children at present. (3) On occupation, it was found that after the economic,
social and political reforms in the country since the reign of King Rama the Fifth,
Thai people country folk took up diversified occupations aside from agriculture which
was the traditional main occupation, such as becoming photographers, folk artists in
various areas, and barbers. (4) On beliefs and rituals, there were beliefs and rituals
concerning personal life, such as the belief on having children wearing single- and
double-topknot hair styles, etc., and those concerning the people’s way of life, such as
the first plowing ceremony, celebration of rice flowering ceremony, Loy Krathong
ceremony, etc. (5) On recreation, Thai people country folk took up values on having
fun. When they had free time after completion of their occupational duties, they
would engage themselves in singing songs accompanied with simple musical
instruments amidst natural settings. Townspeople liked to go to temple fairs, such as
the Golden Mountain Temple Fair, fairs with varieties of entertainment, and fairs with
varieties of shops. As for the thoughts underlying Anake Nawigamune’s presentation
of Thai people country folk lifestyles, three main ideas were identified: (1) the
presentation of interesting things in the past which came from the past family-life
backgrounds, such as basic lesson books and photography; (2) the presentation of new
information and verification of old information; and (3) the pointing out of values of
things in the past in order to promote conservation.

Keywords: Folk lifestvle, Anake Nawigamune’s Writings
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