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Abstrac
tFrom investigating human and elephants ways
of life in Surin, it was found that there were two
reasons why Surin province is called “Town of
Elephants” or “Muang Chang”

The first reason is the name “Surin”
appeared in the list of the political and
governmental history. The local leader who was
the head of the group tat successfully tracked
the lost royal elephants was promoted and
designated by the King to be the governor of the
town, which later changed to province. Later, the
governmental system has been changed from
having the local people govern themselves to
sending the governors from the capital to govern
the town.

The second reason is since the year
1961 the elephants round up has been held
yearly and become well known nationally. The
round up was organized by the national
committee with the accordant of the local people.

The history of Surin and its people
originated from the immigration of four main
tribes, Laotian from the Lao People Democratic
Repubilic, Thai Guay from Munag
Attapuesanpang in Laos, Khmer people from
Pratabong, Siamarat and Srisophon in The
Kindom of Cambodia and Chinese from the
Republic of China. These four groups are
distinctively skillful in building accommodations.
They have different creativity but are well united
and have always been following the national
policy. They lover the land and realize of the
importance of the precious treasure of the land.

For this reason, they help and support the

elephant round-up, which is the most outstanding
event that can get them together.

The Chinese Thai are good at
disciplines so that they become the local
administrators. The Klmer peple show their
unique traditions and cultures through Kuntrum
Dance, which normally shows during the
elephant festival.

The Location people show their way of
reducing sadness and the power of love through
beautiful and gentle dances whereas the Gui
people are bound to their elephant. This tribe is
always happy to join the elephant show which
made Surin elephants known around the world.
The Gui people are full of pride that they can
show their distinctive way of life.

If can be concluded that ways of life of
human and elephant in Surin is the way of group
and helping between human and animals from
the past up to the present time and to the

sustainable future.
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