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Abstract

“Kho Raeng Noi Thoe” or “May | have your labour?” is a short story
written by Sriburapha, a foremost Thai novelist from the 1930s to
the 1950s. This story is known as a socialist-realist short story
which raises questions about the value of “labour”. The theme of
the story relates to Marxist political economy, presenting a discussion
on the value of “labour” and “money” to dismantle the ideology of
Thai feudal society. But at the end, the denouement asserts ironically
the accepted value of labour according to the Thai socio-cultural
context. As the result, the expression, “Kho Raeng Noi Thoe”, has
transformed into an ideological apparatus to support moralist society

and ethical values in Thai society.
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Political economy, in the widest sense, is the science of
the laws governing the production and exchange of the
material means of subsistence in human society. [...]
The conditions under which men produce and exchange
vary from country to country, and within each country
again from generation to generation. Political economy
is therefore essentially a historical science. It deals with
material which is historical, that is, constantly changing;
it must first investigate the special laws of each individual
stage in evolution of production and exchange, and only

when it has completed this investigation will it be able to
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establish the few quite general laws which hold good for

production and exchange in general.

(Engels, 1877)
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