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Abstract

This analytical study aimed to determine the proportion of Prince of Songkla University's
publications in the Web of Sciences database (WOS) being co-authored by graduate students, the
relationship between number of graduate students and the University's publications, and outstanding
graduate programs in terms of publications in the WOS. The study searched 10,888 publications of the
University in the WOS from 2001 to November 5, 2021. Subsequently, the study searched such
publications with names of all graduate students who had graduated from 1998 to 2021 and currently
enrolled students. An article was considered being co-authored by a student if it was published at least
1 year after enrollment and less than 1 year after graduation.

The analysis revealed publications coauthored by graduate students accounted for 38.8% of
PSU's research outputs in the WOS. Students contributed 42.5 to 55.6% to the publications of top five
most productive disciplines. Only 14 percent of master's degree programs produced 53.0% of all
publications coauthored by master's students. Only 29 percent of doctoral programs produced 71.8%
of the total contribution made by doctoral students. Increase in one PhD graduate was associated with
the increase of 1.37 articles in the WOS co-authored by PhD students. However, the number of
graduates in master degree was not related to the number of publication co-authored by students.
Top five doctoral programs with the highest number of publications were food science and technology,
pharmaceutical sciences, epidemiology, chemistry and microbiology.

The study suggested that the Graduate School should conduct annual active search to
determine the actual students' contributions in publication, and should improve reporting system for
publications to reduce discrepancies in entering data into the system, as well as providing incentives
to motivate the report. With limited resources and a reduced number of students, the Universities
should provide resources specifically for outstanding programs in terms of the

international research output identified in this analysis.

Keywords: Graduate School, Graduate Studies, Graduate Students, Academic Publications, Web of

Sciences
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