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Methodology of Estimating and Enumerating Thailand’s Homeless Population
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Abstract

Although homeless people are generally excluded from society, their number in
a given location is an important measure of a region’s poverty. No consensus exists on the definition of
homelessness in Thailand, and as a hard-to-reach population, collecting data on their numbers is expensive
and requires strong cooperation across many sectors. This article focuses on finding alternative methods for
estimating the number of homeless people in sub-national areas of Thailand. The research results show that
estimating this population by an indirect method and the capture-recapture method has the advantage of
saving time and money. Furthermore, it is recommended that the definition of the homeless be extended to
include those living with families, temporary friends, and relatives without knowing where else to go to live,
eat, and sleep day to day. For the long-term, a homeless information management system should be
developed. Each agency that deals with the homeless should apply the same standards for recording their
numbers and characteristics. Establishing links across database systems among agencies would be useful in
estimating the homeless population by the indirect estimation method and/or capture-recapture method in

accordance with the appropriateness of the context in each sub-area.
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