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This research was conducted to investigate the priming effects, term of the impact on
general knowledge test, produced by second order and generalized stimuli, and the decay of such
effects.

Four hundred and seventy-six undergraduate students were randomly assigned to one of
fourteen conditions. The process of this study was separated into three phases. The association
between abstract pictures and the concepts (intelligence or stupid) was induced in the first phase.
Subjects were asked to play game in which they had to read a few words and chose an abstract
picture that had a consistent concept, for the correct answer.  the second phase, the priming
phase, the subjects were asked to answer a bogus questionnaire that presented the associated
pictures.  the last phase, to measure the priming effect, all subjects were asked to complete the
100 multiple choices general knowledge test. The subjects' scores were analyzed to test the
following hypotheses; (1) priming effects can be produced by a second order stimuli, (2) priming
effects can be produced by stimuli similar to the second order stimuli, and (3) priming effects wil
remain in the experiment period.

The results showed, that general knowledge test scores in all conditions were not
significantly different, and did not support the first and the second hypotheses. As a result, the third
hypothesis cannot be tested.

Thus, the conclusion of this study is that neutral stimuli cannot produce priming effects,
even when it has been associated with a concept.
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