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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis The Interpretation of Femininity through Storytelling:

A Study of Protagonists in Frozen

Author Miss Pawinee Tukdee Teptong
Degree Master of Arts (Communication Arts and Innovation)
Year 2017

Disney is known as one of the representation of Pop Culture films 78 countries
worldwide such as the cartoon Mickey Mouse and Friends, Minnie Mouse, Pluto, Goofy, and
Donald Duck. Therefore, the firm has earned up to more than 48,000 million dollars in the year
2014. Films created by Disney is considered to be the ideal anticipated princess, which implies
the way women should act and conduct themselves accordingly to society’s needs or demands..
Cartoons are one of the mediums that the youth can easily access and comprehend its contents,
causing children to have interests in watching and learning from cartoons more than any other
forms of communication. Disney’s animation films is often used in teaching and projecting the
images of femininity according to what the society expect and don’t expect in each period. What
can be clearly seen is that the protagonist characters in Disney cartoons are virtually all women,
there for those characters can be linked to being the reflection of womankind in each era
perfectly. The changes in the identities and virtual images can be clearly projected in the
characters from each time period, which is all reliant on the occurring social contexts, values, and
cultures of that time.

Culture is knowledge, believes, and perspective that people in each civilization learn

through the societies that they live in. Since culture is communication and communication comes
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from culture, when time changes, so does the transformation of woman in each period’s
culture, leading it to having some effects in the film scripts of princess animation constantly even
in the cartoon “Frozen” which is the latest and most popular film from all the Disney productions
up to date.

This qualitative research focuses on the protagonist’s building of characters and that it
has an effect on the perception of the audiences from different periods and generations that went
through different eras of Disney cartoons which are different verifications such as age, time, and
fluctuation of culture according to its era. The style of communication in Disney cartoons can
reflect the interpretations of feminism that has been adapted through out the changing periods so
that women can follow the path of expected social norms in each generation. The process of this
study went through the analyzing of documents, characters, and in depth interview with film
critiques and academic literature.

The results of the study are:

1) Disney cartoons often project culture and content through the characters in the story,
in which those projections are obtainable from the setting of the characters’ backgrounds and the
characters of the occurring culture in that timeperiod, for example races, genders, languages. The
formats of the characters in the early period can be defined as ‘Flat Characters’ and evolved to
‘Round Characters’ in the later generation.

2) The content materials can be distinguished into 3 periods; the first period featured the
pressure in enclosing women for them to stay at home, the second period started to allow women
to have the courage to be different but still emphasizes the importance of their love for men, in
the current period the contents are more geared towards empowering women and creating new
concepts for females. The crux of what happens to female protagonists is very important and is
often presented differently, for example the first period focused on exhibiting the basic problems
of femininity, where as in the second period starts to concentrate more on the needs of women,

and the current period is more fixated on the troubles in the female minds which can be noticed in
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the movie’s original sound tracks that expresses the values of women with the reflection of the
main characters.

3) The animation movie ‘Frozen’ presents 2 generations in which the older generation is
born under the society’s pressure and expectations, where as in the later generation have more
freedom in their expression, continuously seeks for new things, and other than that possesing a
stronger approach in relationships and only sees from their own perception by using Anna as the
representation of women in the later generation.

4) The relationship between female siblings are a more complex relationship when
compared to the male siblings relationship. The older and younger sisters bond occurs with the
form of love and dissatisfaction at the same time, That is the underlying difficulty in
communication which is the main subject of issue happening in this story.

5) The society pressures and creates the ideal image of women as well as forcing them
into excepting those conditions ie. motherhood, housework, cooking, and being well behaved,
which all of these are society’s expectations for women to be able to acomplish and be effective
at those tasks.

6) The condition of the female gender is that they create their own identity but at the
same time wanting to fit in the frames of society, causing the females to have higher conflict in
identity than the male gender.

This research illustrates that this animation film does not focus on creating more ‘ideal
images’ for women, but emphasizes in empowering the audience to have the courage to do things
differently to the social expectations as well as having the courage to reveal their true self identity
which in this case no longer relates to any specific gender and instead incorporates the idea of the

third gender into the story.
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1) Walt Disney Animation Studios
2) Walt Disney Pictures

¥ @

ﬁ"lfl%"ﬂellﬂ\‘lﬂai N ﬂ%oﬁ/ilhﬂ

1) B&H Film Distribution (2013) (Ukraine) (Theatrical)

2) Feelgood Entertainment (2013) (Greece) (Theatrical)

3) Forum Hungary (2013) (Hungary) (Theatrical)

4) Legend Cinemas (2013) (Cambodia) (Theatrical)

5) United International Pictures (2013) (Turkey) (Theatrical)

6) Walt Disney Studios Japan (2014) (Japan) (Theatrical)

7) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures Norway (2013) (Norway) (Theatrical)

8) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2014) (Argentina) (Theatrical)

9) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2013) (Germany) (Theatrical)

10) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2013) (France) (Theatrical)

11) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2013) (UK) (Theatrical)

12) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2013) (Hong Kong) (Theatrical)

13) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2013) (Netherlands) (Theatrical)

14) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2014) (Netherlands) (Theatrical)
(Sing-Along Version)

15) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2013) (Singapore) (Theatrical)

16) Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2013) (USA) (Theatrical)

17) Walt Disney Studios Sony Pictures Releasing (WDSSPR) (2013) (Russia)
(Theatrical)

18) Westec Media Limited (2013) (Cambodia) (Theatrical)

19) ABC Family (2016) (USA) (TV)

20) American Broadcasting Company (ABC) (2016) (USA) (TV)

21) Disney Channel (2016) (USA) (TV)

22) Disney Junior Television Network (2016) (USA) (TV)



(DVD)

(DVD)

(DVD)

(DVD)

(Sing-Along Edition)

23)
24)
25)
26)

27)

28)

29)

30)
31)
32)

33)

34)

35)

36)

37)

38)

39)
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Disney Junior (2016) (USA) (TV)

Disney XD (2016) (USA) (TV)

Feelgood Entertainment (2014) (Greece) (DVD) (3D Blu-Ray)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (Argentina) (DVD)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (Argentina) (Blu-Ray)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (Germany) (DVD)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) ( Germany) (Blu-Ray)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (UK) (DVD)
Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (UK) (Blu-Ray) (DVD)
Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (Netherlands) (DVD)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (Netherlands) (Blu-Ray)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (Norway) (Blu-Ray)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2015) (Norway) (DVD)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (USA) (DVD)

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (2014) (USA) (Blu-Ray) (DVD)

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures Finland (2013) (Finland) (All Media)

Zon Audiovisuais (2013) (Portugal) (All Media)

g’z A o A A A 9 a o 1 ,é’
UINIMNUUUIHNOU 9 VllﬂEI’JGU’ENGlUﬂHNaGIﬂQGIE)”lﬂu

1) Datasat Digital Entertainment (in Selected Theatres) (Uncredited)

2) Entertainment Partners Canada (Payroll Services)

3) Formosa Group (Sound Services)

4) Intelligent Media (International Monitoring Agency) (Uncredited)
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5) Jo Anne Kane Music Services (Music Preparation) (as JoAnn Kane Music
Service)

6) Kodak (Motion Picture Film)

7) Phil's Animal Rentals (Special Thanks)

8) Scarlet Letters (End Titles)

9) Soundtrack New York (ADR Facility)

10) Walt Disney Music Library, The (Music Preparation) (as Walt Disney
Music)

11) Walt Disney Records (Soundtrack)

12) Walt Disney Studios (Sound Services) (as The Walt Disney Studios,
Burbank)
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UHAINN: Disney Frozen (2015).
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Y GREETRE Disney Frozen (2015).
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Elsa: [to a guard] The party is over. Close the gates.
Guard: Right away, Your Majesty.
Anna: ‘What? Elsa, no! No, wait!

[She tries to grab Elsa’s hand, but instead yanks off her glove]

Elsa: [gasps, desperately] Give me my glove!
Anna: [also desperate] Elsa, please! Please! I can’t live like this anymore!
Elsa: [pauses] Then leave.

[Anna looks at her with a hurt expression; Elsa then turns to leave]
Anna: [calling after her] What did I ever do to you?

Elsa: [impatiently] Enough, Anna.
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Anna: No! Why? Why do you shut me out? Why do you shut the world out?
What are you so afraid of?
Elsa: I said enough!

[In her fury, she conjures up an icicle wall around herself. Everyone -
including Anna - stares at her in fright. Elsa shrinks back at what she’s
done]

Duke: Sorcery.
[hides behind one of his bodyguards]

Duke: I knew there was something dubious going on here.

Anna: [shocked] Elsa.

[Devastated, Elsa flees the ballroom]
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Y GREETRE Disney Frozen (2015).
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Kristoff: So, uh tell me. What made the Queen go all ice crazy?
Anna: Oh well, it was all my fault. I got engaged, but then she freaked
out because I'd only just met him, you know that day. She said

she wouldn't bless the marriage and...
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Kristoff: [Interrupts] Wait, you got engaged to someone you just met that
day?
Anna: Yeah. Anyway I got mad and so she got mad and then she tried

to walk away and I grabbed her glove...

Kristoff: [Interrupts] Hang on, you mean to tell me you got engaged to
someone you just met that day?

Anna: Yes, pay attention, but the thing is she wore the gloves all the
time, so I just thought, maybe she has a thing about dirt...

Kristoff: [Interrupts] Didn't your parents ever warn you about strangers?

Anna: Yes, they did
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Anna: That’s no blizzard. That's my sister.
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Disney and Warner Music (2016)

The snow glows white on the mountain tonight
Not a footprint to be seen
A kingdom of isolation,

And it looks like I'm the queen.

The wind is howling like this swirling storm inside

Couldn't keep it in, heaven knows I tried!

Don’t let them in, don't let them see
Be the good girl you always have to be
Conceal, don't feel, don’t let them know

Well, now they know!

Let it go, let it go
Can’t hold it back anymore
Let it go, let it go

Turn away and slam the door!
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I don’t care
What they’re going to say
Let the storm rage on,

The cold never bothered me anyway!

It’s funny how some distance
Makes everything seem small
And the fears that once controlled me

Can’t get to me at all!

It’s time to see what I can do
To test the limits and break through

No right, no wrong, no rules for me I'm free!

Let it go, let it go
I am one with the wind and sky
Let it go, let it go

You’ll never see me cry!

Here I stand
And here I’ll stay

Let the storm rage on!

My power flurries through the air into the ground
My soul is spiraling in frozen fractals all around
And one thought crystallizes like an icy blast
I’m never going back,

The past is in the past!
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Let it go, let it go
And I’ll rise like the break of dawn
Let it go, let it go

That perfect girl is gone!

Here I stand
In the light of day
Let the storm rage on,

The cold never bothered me anyway!
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