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Abstract
This article aimed to explain the differences of single- character Chinese
loanwords in Thai writing in 2 volumes of the Royal Institute Dictionary: the 2011 Royal
Institute Dictionary (2013) and Dictionary of New words Vol.1 & 2 (2014). According to
the results, the total of differences of single-character Chinese loanwords in Thai writing

is 17 categories. The & (cdi) is the most used category with 11 different words,

accounting for 17.18 percent of 64 words. This category also shows the most four types
of including the syllable of “a18” (ca:i) “¥18” (ca:i) “la” (cai) and “14” (cai). Especially,
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the syllable of “a18” (ca:i) and “1@1” (dao) are the most found in 6 different words of

their use. The differences of single-character Chinese loanwords in Thai writing are
identified by three orthography factors: 1) accent of Chinese dialects, 2) semantics, and
3) unsystematic written pattern. Thai language users should learn and memorize the
differences of single- character Chinese loanwords in Thai writing aiming to achieve

accuracy and efficiency in commmunication.

Keywords: Loanwords, Chinese Loanwords, Chinese in Thai Language
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Tabel 1 The results of the use of single-character Chinese loanwords in Thai
writing
Category Alphabet Chinese loanwords in Thai Total Total (categories)
No. Chinese | Thai (words) | words | percentage
1 H | Uviesld 1 3 4.68
Wy | ufzwe ulzioy 2
2 £, W | 9@kl 1 2 3.13
W | v 1
3 572 de | Ade Asane Housne Tude 6 11 17.18
Fuse fedne
ey | neve 1
T | Tasyin ld) 2
T | T 14 2
4 PN W | dlu ol aad 3 q 6.25
9 | 18l 1
5 R A | Aan 1 2 3.13
A1 | N19da 1
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Category Alphabet Chinese loanwords in Thai Total Total (categories)
No. Chinese | Thai (words) | words | percentage

6 5} | Buanli 1 9 14.05
W | duen el 2
W | iiBen il windau i 6

WiiiE whene

7 A 830 | 929dy 399qy 2 3 4.68
| ey 1
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g1 | gunun 1
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17 ki d1a | eane 1 2 3.13
9 | 9 1

Total 64 100
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