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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Analyzing Perception and Practice in Community Economy in
Accordance with the Concepts of Sufficiency Economy and Boon
Niyom (Merit-based) Economy: A Case Study of Ratchathani

Asoke Community, Ubon Ratchathani Province

Author Miss Kaewbunkua Sreelikittanont
Degree Master of Public and Private Management
Year 2017

This study aimed to analyze the perception and practice of concepts of Sufficiency
Economy and Boon Niyom ( merit-based) Economy in community economy of Ratchathani
Asoke community and to recommend how to apply both concepts for community economies and
public policies. The study used a mixed methods design using interview and survey. The
qualitative phase involved 7 key informants who played an important role in applying the concept
of sufficiency economy. As for the quantitative phase, data were collected from a sample of 166
Asokans (Asoke people) in Ratchathani Asoke commonly, Ubon Ratchathani province.

The findings revealed that the respondents were primarily female, aged 56 to 65 years
old. Most respondents had a bachelor's degree and lived in Rachathani Asoke Community during
1 to 5 years. Most of them worked for their organization ( the Santi Asoke Buddhist group)
without getting paid (not accept a salary) but got all services in return, including products, food,
shelter and curative. Although most of them did not have savings, they did not have any debt.

The results were as follows;

1) The respondents had a highest-level perception of both Concepts, there is
concordance between 2 concepts. They thought that Thai people generally had a low-level

perception and practice of the Sufficiency Economy concept. This is congruent with qualitative
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2) Results indicating that Asoke people has a high-level perception of both
concepts. Congruence between the two concepts was shown in goals, basic concepts, and
practices.

2) Asokans had applied the concepts of Sufficiency Economy and Boon Niyom
Economy in their community economic practices at the highest-level. This was congruent with
qualitative results indicating that Asokans performed their actions in accordance with both
concepts.

3) For most respondents, the current government under Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha had a low-level of applying the concept of Sufficiency Economy for public policy
implementation. Although the government mentioned the Sufficiency Economy concept
continually, it had not given adequate importance to the Sufficiency Economy concept. This was
due to many reasons, such as a lack of genuine understanding of the Sufficiency Economy
concept and belief that other development concepts were more applicable to the Thai society.
However, qualitative data revealed that the concept of Sufficiency Economy could help the
current development because it could be applied to the context of Thailand characterized by a
scarcity of some resources. The goals of the Sufficiency Economy concepts were happiness of the
people and inequality eradication. The concept also aimed to build people capabilities so that they
could rely on themselves.

Recommendations from this study were that related sectors need to realize and learn how
to apply the concept of Sufficiency Economy for economic development. Ratchathani Asoke
community can be a role model since it successfully applied both Sufficiency Economy and Boon
Niyom Economy concepts for developing their own self-reliant community. The government
should provide more support to Ratchathani Asoke community which is a Buddhist community.
In addition, community businesses can apply both concepts to their business practices,
particularly ~ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in various aspects including business,

environment and ethics.
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