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Abstract

From the constantly increasing volumes of waste problem situation and the amount of the
waste that is not proper disposal and cannot be utilized for benefit in the high volume, waste-to-
energy is an interesting alternative to bring non-valuable wastes for the maximum benefit and waste
reduction before dumping into landfills that affect an environment in the future. Furthermore, the
waste-to-energy is one of the most efficient and sustainable waste management and can be a circular
economy system. This review article focuses on the three types of waste-to-energy technologies;
thermal technology, biochemical technology, and physical technology, including a comparison of the
benefits and drawbacks of each technology and a study of policies and guidelines in waste-to-energy
management of three countries; Thailand, the United Kingdom, and the United States for leading to
waste-to-energy efficiency. Thermal technology is the most crucial technology for converting waste in
three countries, and waste-to-energy is vital for waste management in each country. Policies of three
countries have explicitly supported the waste into energy that there is a trend towards increasing and
continuing technology development. Thailand should promote a section of policy development in
the concept like the renewable obligation (RO) that encourages a generation of renewable energy
to increase financial incentives for the amount of waste reduction before dumping into landfill and
to find the energy that can replace fossil fuel as well as increasing efficiency of CO_ reduction; 1 kg
of waste reduction will be able to reduce 6.3 kgCOZe per year. Moreover, it positively impacts on

economic, social, and environmental development.

Keywords: Technology and policy of converting waste into energy; Alternative energy; Waste

management; CO2 reduction
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Figure 1 Waste management hierarchy [16].
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Figure 3 Illustration of the plasma gasification melting plant [23]
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Table 1 Comparison of advantages and disadvantages of Waste-to-Energy technology in Thailand,

United Kingdom and United State.

-Preventing the formation of

dioxins, furans, and NO,.

maintenance cost.

-Suitability for the same waste

characteristics.

Technology Advantages Disadvantages Country
Thermal Technology
Incinerator -Capability of various types of -High cost due to the -Thailand
waste disposal. requirement to install the air -United
-Capability of waste disposal up  and water pollution control Kingdom
to 90% systems. -United States
-Capability of energy utilization ~ -Some incinerators require
from waste combustion. waste to be dried first.
-An expertise is required to
operate.
Gasification -Obtaining a clean thermal -Installation of a syngas -Thailand
energy is better than that’s of treatment and cleaning kit. -United
combustion. -High operation and Kingdom

-United States
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Table 1 Comparison of advantages and disadvantages of Waste-to-Energy technology in Thailand,

United Kingdom and United State (Conts)

Technology Advantages Disadvantages Country
Thermal Technology
Pyrolysis -High calorific value. -Need to be efficient waste -Thailand
-Capability of usage in a large sorting system. -United
scale industry. -Catalytic requirement of Kingdom

Plasma Arc/
Plasma-
assisted

Gasification

-Capability of the conversion of

plastic waste into liquid fuels.

-High efficiency of waste
disposal.

-Suitability for industrial waste.
-Low syngas generation is less

than the gasification system.

charcoal, zeolite, and dolomite
to be increasing cost.
-Conversion of plastic waste
into liquid fuels, especially
some plastic types such as
polyethylene (PE),
polypropylene (PP), and
polystyrene (PS).

-High energy in operation.
-High construction and
operation cost.

-Usage in the industrial sector.

-United States

-United States

Biochemical Technology

Biogas
production by
anaerobic

digestion

-Reuse of organic waste into
biogas production.

-Capability of remaining waste

to be used as a soil conditioner.

-Need to be efficient waste
sorting system.

-High construction cost.
-Odor problem by a
degradation.

-Need to be a safety system
due to prevention of gas
leakage.

-Requirement of a heating
system in a suitable digestion

in cold countries.

-Thailand
-United
Kingdom
-United States
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Table 1 Comparison of advantages and disadvantages of Waste-to-Energy technology in Thailand,
United Kingdom and United State (Conts)
Technology Advantages Disadvantages Country
Thermal Technology
Biogas -Elimination of all waste types -Requirement of a large area -Thailand
production by  within the landfill site. and a far away from the -United
landfill site -More cost-effective than other ~ community. Kingdom

technologies.

-In @ methane gas generation -United States
system, a small proportion of

methane may be obtained due

to the presence of other waste

types in the landfill site.

Physical Technology

Refuse Derived  -High calorific value and good -Need to be efficient waste -Thailand
Fuel (RDF) thermal energy production. sorting system. -United
-Easy to store and transport. -Effect on an equipment using  Kingdom

-Compatible with gasification

and pyrolysis technology.

a heat production more than -United States

other fuel types.
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Table 2 Waste management in UK, USA and Thailand (unit: percent)

Country Landfilling Incineration Composting Recycling
UK 49 12 14 25
USA 54 12 8 26
Thai 53 10 16 21
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Tariff (FIT) fafusnmsnisaaasunssugelniihen
wﬁwmmuﬁauﬁﬁmiﬁmumwmasjwffmﬂuuasﬁ
nAadusssy Lﬁa@Jﬂﬂﬁé’ﬂﬁxﬂaumﬁwﬂwﬁw
wamulugsialuilmdnunguideu [26) S99
nsanUSunuieasusulneenlenlavdaasuiin
mnen1sannislaseingiseunsanveslsemalng
fy [27]
4.2 @%IIYDIUNAINT

nguunevesannnglsy lennuniives
deiigosaaeldmatanmaglunguilinauagdes
anas 35% nelud . 2564 Fadunidlutleded
A mandunsulssUreslundse tne
wumsanUsunuveuds nsivesdenduunllu
wazmstanudalnd [7] Fannsluanseenanins
flssuruindniiaunsasesiuresiaziUaon
NHIUIINNSIEE eUSEUN 25,000 Ausal
wazlsenuawalvgausasessulans 600,000 fiu
ol Eﬁasummmaﬂsmu%uazﬂjﬁuﬂa%’wmaﬂisma
W AU Nuitnifivay warsvoriaananiui
fusansiuvey s (28] lnemalulagniswlsgy
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gezilundanuinsuniagldionuwn fedfiadu ln
Tslada nsuanuiadomamey nsdesaansans
dunsduuulildoandiau wazlalasivesueainan
(Hydrothermal Liquefaction, HTL) Fadunszuu
msdsudunalinareduisiudinm andu
vlundududemas 7] uarlud wa. 2550 nsy
AandoNe N ILazAINISYUUY (Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) U83a#s1%
9101903 esnsuuzihlissmadsnguiaziiad 14
wialuladnsgesaaisansdunsduuuldlyeendiau
diewdsyuveglidundanu iWesmndunuliigenn
thuazdadunszuiunsiddglumsussqimne
TuSowouasugianyudou [7] Fensudsguves
Wundwuagdisalanediulouiglumundsanu
wagnsdansveadeediededu lutlagiu anme
91u19nsHuleuy Renewable Obligation (RO) Tu
msatfuayunssanlifivgudou Jadudeuqun
GUENQ’NaG]ﬂixLLﬁlWW’]ﬁﬁ]zﬁﬂ’li%@ﬁmEJ‘WEquN’luVLWﬁ’l
nMvyudsunsnenshuudasl wazll Renew-
able Obligation Certificates (ROCs) 2n%128974
fndetmuanaiandsnuinawayliihvesansy
91841903 (Office of Gas and Electricity Markets,
Ofgem) [28]
4.3 UssnAanIgawsng
SpuavesUssimaanisousnilatinaiaih
vanefiagiiunssaandsnumuiouain 12.6%
u 25% anelul w.e.2568 [8] FeviliAnusedu
idevlumsivendoswdndundsnunyuiou
waglud w.r.2563 saloindiuau 65 wiannglu
Useina anansardalniilaussuna 13.5 Wuauila
Tndviedaluanvezyaneyusuussun 25 &
fu [29] TgUSunavezazuandsiulunugiinig
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wazganIa n1siiennszuINnsimanzanlung
) [ a I3
wUIFUBZL UUNA UL TN TURIAUTEN DY
20998% LagdnduvesnUURAIIEMLNEAUITANS
wWlasldeen Aediedy wazlnlslada dadu

a

AszuuNMsTdANuSouLazasnannsAnLaiy
vsene ludiueseslonnievesdunadiu
wingandmsumalulagnisdosanuvesgdunid
Wendnfedanmiidusuiaunnududuesing
finugs uenanidafinatnfediniwanuguils
naundusliuselenisnadufioannansenunieds
windeu [8] Funaluladfiden fe wwnvsyszuy
nslngduna (Mass Brun System) Tagaiuise
5895 UBE TN AA L ULARE TULASNARNSELLE
Tl uUszanwuluifui 8]

Tudagtudszinaanigaiusndvsunu
Yezfilfinunndedy nuilinavvoiSuanasuas
Tndfiufigury Sdunmsulssursndundsnui
Jusdeniimwanisduiulasenisifudesdion
g1un esannszuiunmsussifiunansenuves
Tasensuazmsinduvessvanvuluiiui Seviily
miLLUig‘Um&JxLﬂuwﬁqmuLﬁﬂﬁuLﬁ&N 34 33 ity
Fatugrmuaulounedaldiinisaiiausagdlans
\58513 laedl Renewable Obligation Certificates
(ROCs) Fafulususesiianisaanndouniale
Tudhwaugagafuivuleungvesd@nsvo1uIIng
fnmsifuulovsduaiunsinyunasguseduns
UanudesuafivesnadunalasnsifiunSigedu
uenandiimadreluihillduanmauyssueslu
sndisnlniindnanndnudemaneada
Wloadansveusumsdennlifusnndaty (8] 39
v liresenIsuansuulsuglaznelilianan
Aodunadayluauian
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Table 3 Policy to support the waste-to-energy in Thailand, United Kingdom and United State

Country Policy to support the waste-to-energy Reference
Uszinelny -Increasing the purchase price of electricity [4] [25]
-Exemption of import duty on machinery and renewable
energy production technology.
-Supporting energy generation projects from waste to
develop into Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
project.
-Public-Private-People partnership (4P).
-The purchase of electricity from municipal waste
generation project in the form of Feed-in Tariff (FiT).
United Kingdom -Renewables Obligation (RO) scheme. [28]
-Renewable Obligation Certificates (ROCs) trading.
United States -Renewables Obligation (RO) scheme. (8]

-Policies promote maintaining strict environmental
emission level standards.
-Renewable electricity production is cheaper than fossil

fuel-generated electricity.

1nn15ANYINlEUILATLUINITIUAS
5@mimiu:dsgﬂﬁuaﬂﬁtﬂuwé’qmuﬂuaﬂﬁy’ﬂ 3 Uszina
fuansliiiufsgasamideriuluFosweinisain
LL‘N@QIW@amwmm%fglumimamwé’mumﬂsuaséfia
Hueadediliifasaule ansenunisldidemas
Tunisuaanasaulnilidnszuu [30] vilvinsu
uszmelneiiuualdulunisieesanldifuide
wasufistuednsieaides suilownanuloute
wazn1sasiausegela Yagdudseimalneladinns
snundonsvdhdmsuniesinsuazinalulad
NAAWIUNALNY Fetuadsinisadnsuludiy
nswanuleutefiduuifnadieiu Renewable
Obligation (RO) fatfuayuniswanlwilmyuiden

30

Lﬁaa%'wLL‘N@JﬂWNLﬁwgﬁwmﬁqsﬁu WLAeINU
ans1veIdnsuazanizeluin yausadunis
duasunsanUSinaieansueulasenled (CO)
Fovay 20 snuwnuUuRnIsanfinvisounsyanves
Usene U w.e1.2564-2573 anvindean [31] Tudau
vasnsidenmaluladnisuusyuvezlndundenu
TuusazUssmmzdennua sz Ay
wiswgiia daaw wardnden luudaziuil Seluan
worandnsuavansgeudniiimaluladiviuasis
wazfunuineudiegs Wesanuinaveadediil
Fruauann dnvagmaasgiadeauiidnnsiamn
agraLles uazngrineduAnnadeudidiung
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5. a3U

wialulagnisuusguveslundanulasu
nswan sy amannuiloanunsasesdu
Ginamesiiusnndetuluemen Snikdiduada
nsHAnndsunauuieantlymadunndon 3
aunsanaulandvesszuuasegianyudsulidu
98197 NMIUTeuisutenvenswazimalulagnis
wUsgUvezilundsnunansliiiuiannumunzay
vounaluladiiaenadesfuuiunvosudasuseina
fivhnsfine Samaluladuasulovefiddaluns
dansvezlundazyseinadie nalulagnisulssy
Yezdundennu Inglunisudsyuvesidundenu
szfosorfennusnilonnynaindiu Fauuimis
Tunsaniun1sueIn1anIASFILTI8EI1UIBAY
AzmININNBITY AtuayuLAENIERUNTTAUAIY
msimuauleuefiaunsaaiussgdlaliiiszneu
nsviusnaulansuusiUvelazduasuofniug
A lalviulssrsy nsiaumaluladlas
nsatuayuuleuiensuUsguves dundiunis
\Antuegreseiios ileanuSinaesiithluilnay
uardamanssnurodanadonlrivietosiian S
SranunsouiiymBeunaunsnsyaredelse nau
waziadionintuluidseslassou atuayuls
WWenisdnnisveadslaegndusz@ndnimuazng
Waneeadadiusely

There’s no such thing as being “good” or

“bad” for environment only “better alternative”
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