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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis The dynamics of natural resource protection based on

social capital in Klongtalay community, Phang-Nga

province.
Author Mr. Theerapong Wongna
Degree Master of Arts (Social Development Administration)
Year 2017

The objectives of this research were: 1) to investigate the process and
dynamics of social movement to protect local natural resources; 2) to identify
aspects of social capital existing in Klongtalay community which were applied to
protect natural resources; and 3) to find out effects of applying social capital in
mobilizing the process of natural resource protection in Klongtalay community. The
operation of this research was based on the qualitative research approach. Data were
collected mainly through in-depth interviews with 15 key-informants selected
purposively. This was supplemented by non-participation observation. The data were
analyzed by the category classification approach and inquired into the content
consistency by the logic correlation with the theoretical concept and community
context.

Results of the study reveal that the social capital of Klongtalay community is
composed of 2 types as follows. 1) The social capital traditionally existing within the
community referring to the relationship of members bonded by the thinking system
based on Islamic belief and kinship. This type of social capital brings about network

connected through religious and social activities. It also involves the reproduction of



(6)

values, norms and clustering of community members. 2) The social capital based on
outside connection in a form of network emerging through help or support from
organizations outside the community. These various interest groups interact through
conversation and exchange of ideas and knowledge, which further develop towards
actions appearing in a form of civil practices. These practices are used as a
mechanism of the movement to protect natural resources linked with livelihoods of
community members by means of negotiations with a group of investors who
encroach the area and some state officials supportive to this group to utilize natural
resources in the name of development undesirable to community members. The
movement based on this widely connected social capital increase villagers’ capacity
in protecting natural resources leading to upholding the community right and
creating social equality among community members, even though minor social
conflicts are observed through the estrangement of local people occurring along the
movement process.

Important suggestions from this study are as follows. Each local community
should arrange the knowledge management related to social capital and the
protection of natural resources. This should be coupled with coordination in search
of agreements among groups with different opinions. Nonetheless, the state roles
should emphasize on building trust with local people and the civil society sector
through active participation together with providing accurate information to local
people to be used in making decision so that development projects undertaken will

be justified and unnecessary conflicts can be avoided.
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