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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Social Capital and Eco-tourism Management: A Case Study of Klong

Suan Old Market, Bang Bo District, Samut Prakan Province

Author Miss Benyapa Seatatat
Degree Master of Arts (Social Development Administration)
Year 2011

The social capital was applied in three levels: 1) the realization of a real information
between people in the community, 2) people have participate in decision-making, and 3) People
in community realize in a benefits of participation in activities in the community.

It is recommended that local leadership capacity should be developed, especially among
new generation members who have leadership potential to increase their awareness of the
important of existing social capitals in order to continue eco-tourism operation in this community.

This research aimed at investigating (1) existing social capital in the community, (2) eco-
tourism management process, and (3) the role of social capital in the management of eco-tourism
at Klong Suan Old market, Bang Bo district, Samut Prakan province. The study followed a
qualitative research approach in which data collection was done by means of in-depth interview
with 15 key-informants, together with non-participant observation.

The research findings reveal that the most outstanding social capital of Klong Suan Old
market is “trust”. People in the community are intimately familiar with each other like relatives,
as they have lived together for a long time since their ancestors. Secondly, "keeping the rules"
strictly which people in the community well cooperated, especially with regard to eco-tourism,
such as a joint conservation in community’s architecture, etc. Thirdly, the availability of strong

human resource, who plays an important role in driving the eco-tourism in this community.



(6)

Eco-tourism management process in Klong Suan Old market involves participation of
people in the community in assisting the eco-tourism operation which includes: (1) planning and
making decision to initiate eco-tourism in the community as a result of the need of community
leaders to resolve the recession of Klon Suan market; (2) operating eco-tourism in the community
by selecting the committee represent community members, organize regular meeting twice a
month, together with creating networking relations with organizations and groups both within and
outside the community; (3) people in the community receive benefits from eco-tourism, both
directly and indirectly ; and (4) experiences and lessons learned are shared among community
members. the community will have a meeting twice a month, Simple and resolution of the issues
will be decided together.

It is recommended that local leadership capacity should be developed, especially among
new generation members who have leadership potential to increase their awareness of the

important of existing social capitals in order to continue eco-tourism operation in this community.
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