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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Politics of Participation in Local Authority’s Environmental

Management: A Case Study of Khlong Suay Nam Sai Project

Author Suttabot Surmark
Degree Master of Science (Environmental Management)
Year 2011

This study had three objectives: 1) to study people’s participation in environmental
management of a municipality’s Khlong Suay Nam Sai project in Nonthaburi Province; 2) to
explain political process and benefits concerning the participation; and 3) to analyze the
sustainability of the environmental management in the project. Data were collected through in-
depth interviews, focus groups discussions and observations. The data were analyzed and
interpreted by means of qualitative approach. The research found that the participation was only
the political pattern and interests. The public were able to present their ideas, but the participation
process, participation level and techniques were directed by government sector, especially the
municipality’s administrators.

In terms of political process it was found that: 1) the local politicians did not have a
strong will to contribute the benefits to the public; 2) the administrators could not fully perform
their political leaderships; and 3) the performances of the administrators did not adhere to good
governance principle as the administrators had conflicts of interest in the project. The research
also revealed that the project could not solve the environmental problems in a sustainable way

because the management of the project did not conform to the good governance principle.
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