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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis : Synthesis of Research Results of Relation between Future

orientation and self control Moral Reasoning and Moral Behavior

Author: Patcharapa T-Nate
Degree: Master of Art (Social Development)
Year: 2011

This study aimed at synthesizing research findings in psycho-behavioral science which
yielded the relationships among future orientation-self control, moral reasoning ability, and moral
behavior by using metal-analysis technique. There were three objectives. First, to examine the
relationship between future orientation-self control and moral behavior. Secondly, to investigate the
relationship between moral reasoning ability and moral behavior. Thirdly, to compare effect sizes
from future orientation-self control and moral behavior with the effect sizes from moral reasoning
ability and moral behavior.

Samples in this study were 26 theses, dissertations, and research reports that provided the
information on the relationship between future orientation-self control, moral reasoning ability, and
moral behavior. They all were correlation-comparative studies in psycho-behavioral science. The
measures of these variables were in the form of summated rating scales. Each study should have
sample size at least 350 with systematic sampling techniques, and based on interactionism model.

There were 6 important research findings.

First, the average effect size of the relationship between future orientation-self control and
general moral behavior was .44 in total sample. The highest effect size of .77 was found in students

from normal family



(7)

Secondly, the average effect size of the relationship between future orientation-self control
and moral behavior computed from correlation coefficients was .80 in total sample. The highest effect
size of 1.04 was found in students with low as well as high educated father.

Thirdly, the average effect size of the relationship between future orientation-self control and
moral behavior computed from F-value from ANOVA was .32 in total sample. The highest effect
size of .87 was found in students with no female sibling.

Fourthly, the average effect size of the relationship between moral reasoning ability and
general moral behavior was .29 in total sample. The highest effect size of .39 was found in students
with high educated father and mother.

Fifthly, the average effect size of the relationship between moral reasoning ability and moral
behavior computed from correlation coefficients was .31 in total sample. The highest effect size of .47
was found in male students.

Sixthly, the average eftect size of the relationship between moral reasoning ability and moral
behavior computed from F-value from ANOVA was .35 in total sample. The highest effect size of
1.20 was found in older students.

As for suggestions for future studies, (1) next synthesis studies on this topic should include
results from experimental studies that provide information on the relationships among future
orientation-self control, moral reasoning ability, and moral behavior and (2) meta-analysis studies on
the relationships among future orientation-self control or moral reasoning ability and other types of

desirable behaviors should be done.
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