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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis An Evaluation of Public Participation in Environmental Impact
Assessment: A Case Study of the Construction Project of Double

Track Railway on Surat Thani-Hat Yai Junction-Songkhla Route

Author Miss Rinyaphat Phuwarotphibun
Degree Master of Science (Environmental Management)
Year 2018

This research aims to study public participation processes in environmental impact
assessment in order to evaluate on its effectiveness and provide guidelines for the development of
meaningful public participation in environmental impact assessment. Qualitative research was
conducted and a case study of the construction project of double track railway on Surat Thani -
Hat Yai Junction — Songkhla route, was selected and evaluated. Data were collected through in-
depth interviewees, with people and village headman in the project area, central administration and
local administration, project owner, consultants, technical environmentalist and NGOs, with a total
of 75 project’s stakeholders, participatory observation and documental reviews. Thus, data were
analyzed by triangulation technique to find the appropriate conclusion and contribute to sustainable
development.

From an evaluation of public participation in environmental impact assessment with a case
study of the construction project of double track railway on Surat Thani-Hat Yai Junction-Songkhla
route by followed CIPP-I1 Model, the results showed that the project was located along the State
Railway of Thailand by following the path across areas 4 provinces with a total distance of 321
kilometers. This project is also conformed with the plan to develop Thailand’s transport
infrastructure. The rail system is the main option for travel and transport conveniently,
economically and safely. The project owner has organized the public participation processes as

required by law. The budget was proper and adequate in detail design study; however, the prepared



(6)

budget was insufficient before project construction. Therefore, it should be supported the sufficient
budget in part of public relation and public participation for provide related information to people.
Project owners and consultants clearly communicated key information of the project to people and
provided all important information to make all stakeholders clearly understanding the public
participation processes and project implementation. Accordingly, all stakeholders were aware of
the importance of public participation processes in environmental impact assessment.

The recommendation for the development of public participation processes, the
government need to improve relevant law to be consistent with the current context and environment,
since the law relates to public participation in environmental impact assessment that has been
promulgated for a long time. Importantly, the project owner must disclose accurate and clear
information to show the sincerity and transparency until the process ends to make people

understand and accept the project without conflict.
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