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This study applied the qualitative research principles and aimed to 1) study a status of funeral rituals in Ban Dong
village as a ritualistic media in 3 periods of time; the 1% phase: before starting the “No Alcohol in Funeral Rituals” project, the 2™
phase: the project commencing, and the 3" phase: the project flourishing, 2) study and compare participatory communication
process between the 2" and 3" phases, 3) study the village’s public sphere, 4) study the village mainstay’s capitals and, 5) study
communication process to extend the project from the village to a provincial level. The research tools consisted of observation,
interviewing, focus group conducting and document analysis. The total numbers of the key informant studied were 178 persons
including the village mainstays and villagers from Ban Dong village and other communities launching the projects, and the officers
or staffs from outside organizations supporting the project.

The study rgvealed that Ban Dong village had a socio cultural context with high cultural and social capitals and a strong
communication network. The status of the funeral rituals, as a ritualistic media, had dynamically changed. The 1" phase: the rituals
were perceived mostly as a private sphere and a set of signs representing an individual’s socio economical status. The v phase:
the rituals were perceived as a public sphere and a set of signs representing the community’s generosity and cooperation. The 3"
phase: the rituals still represented the meaning in the % phase and had a new role as a set of signs representing a new collective
identity as “a community with no alcohol in funeral rituals”. Communication process to transform meanings composed of
negotiating with connotative meanings of alcohol, as well as deconstructing a myth of alcohol and funeral rituals as a set of signs
representing socio cconomical status.

The participatory communication in the 2™ phase focused on information and understanding sharing and creating
consensus heading for actions. The participatory communication in the 3% phase focused on emphasizing the practice, creating new
networks, and accumulating the collective cultural and symbolic capitals. The forms of participatory communication found in both
phases were; small group talking, group meetings, village meetings and activities doing during the rituals.

The characteristic of Ban Dong’s public sphere is a network aiming for actions, with variety in forms and sizes. The
community had constructed public spheres based on rationale, emotion and the mixing of both, then chose the most appropriate
one with the communication aims and audiences for every single communication.

The village mainstay had high cultural and social capitals and applied both capitals in each step of the communication
process. As a result, after the project was done, the economic, cultural, social and symbolic capitals of the mainstay increased. The
increase of the mainstay’s capitals led to the increase of the community’s capitals.

The communication process to extend the project to the provincial level needed both authoritative power mechanism to
gain attentiveness and participatory mechanism from the communities to gain sustainable achievement. The main findings were 1)
lessons learning from an ideal type community must cover contexts, process, and results, 2) a ritualistic model of communication
was preferable, 3) a new entity with variety of participants to drive the project was necessary, 4) concentrate communication
process to create shared understanding before making decision was essential, 5) a funeral ritual must be made to be a public sphere

by offering the participants a new role as a producer, and 6) communicating with concrete evidence should be promoted.

Field of study.....Communication Arts....................... Student’s signature......... B ........

Academic Year.....2010
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