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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy: Its Concept and

Application in Thai Society

Author Mr. Suksan Itthawitthayawat
Degree Master of Public Administration
Year 2015

This study examined the knowledge and understanding and application of the philosophy
of sufficiency economy by individuals and different organizations in order to recommend some
ways to materialize the philosophy in accordance with the Thai context. Qualitative research was
conducted by in-depth interviews of 10 key informants who played an important role in applying
the philosophy of sufficiency economy. These key informants were farmers, scholars, business
operators, representatives of public organizations concerned and community leaders.

It was found that all the key informants had a good knowledge and understanding of the
philosophy of sufficiency economy. The farmers mainly gave importance to the principle of
sufficiency with other principles being just secondary, whereas the business operators and the
scholars gave equal importance to all the principles.

Regarding the application of the philosophy, the farmers changed to mixed or integrated
agriculture and reduced the use of chemicals. Meanwhile, the business operators set up new
departments to reduce the dependence on external sources and gave up some departments that
required high costs to enable their companies to survive. The scholars spread investment and

adjusted their roles to suit the changing situation. The community people joined hands to do



(6)

activities that generated income and reduced expenses and to solve problems together. The public
organizations concerned supported people’s participation and were a source of knowledge for
interested people inside and outside the area. The results were more security in life and an ability
to cope with changes better.

Based on the findings, the following were recommended

1. People should be provided with a correct knowledge and understanding of the
philosophy of sufficiency economy through public media, with emphasis that the philosophy is
applicable to all occupations, not just farmers, and that people can become rich by following the
philosophy.

2. The public organizations concerned should increase their roles in promoting the
philosophy. They should coordinate more and focus mainly on the area under their responsibility
in order to increase the efficiency in doing activities and to reduce time wasted by local farmers.

3. The public organizations concerned should have a financial measure to assist farmers
during the transition to sufficiency economy because their products will decrease during the first

three years.
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compromising the ability of future generation to meet their own needs)
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