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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Attitudes of Local Administrators on Draft of Land and
Building Tax Act (Edition of the Fiscal Policy Office):
Case Study of Executive Chiefs (The Political Representation)

in Municipality and Sub-District Administrative Organization

Author Miss Nichanun Pichaingo
Degree Master of Public Administration
Year 2015

This study has two objectives: the first is to analyze the opinions of a group of
people interested in a draft of Land and Building Tax Act and the second is to study
attitudes of executive chiefs (the political representation) in municipality and sub-district
administrative organizations towards this law. The methodology applied in this study
consists of mixed methods with the use of quantitative research and qualitative research
including documentary research and in-depth interviews.

The study found that according to the attitudes of the local administrators (the
political representation) and an analysis of the comments from people who are
interested in the draft of Land and Building Tax Act (Edition of the Fiscal Policy Office),
they agreed in the same way that the Land and Building Tax law should be enforced
because this will be a new source of revenue which local governments might be able to
manage and operate by themselves. They believe that the local government will be able
to generate income by collecting taxes on land and buildings and increase their
revenue. Consequently, this might contribute to the provision of public goods and
services with maximization of the people’s satisfaction as well as respond their needs
effectively in each area.

Regarding to the attitudes of executive chiefs (the political representation) in
municipality and sub-district administrative organizations, if the enforcement of the land

and building tax law is realized, it should focus on the points as follows:



(6)

1) In term of the local government, the executive chiefs (the political
representation) in municipality and sub-district administrative organizations agree that
taxation of land and buildings will be used as instrument for revenue collection in the
local government because this can help the local government who have faced financial
problems increase their income due to a new source of revenue. However, total revenue
of the local government may not increase as much as it should be.

2) Inthe long term, the enforcement of Land and Building Tax law will bring
about fiscal decentralization to local government. Thus, taxation of land and buildings
might lead to effectiveness of land use at local level and reduce land hoarding for
commercial purposes. This will result in distribution of land holding and has impact on
the increased interest of the taxpayers in local participation indirectly.

3) Regarding to people as taxpayers, the enforcement of taxation of land
and buildings at local level will have impacts on them directly. The local administrators
must not ignore the needs of affected groups of people. Therefore, it is necessary that
the people should have knowledge and understanding about taxation of land and
buildings and have consent on new land and building taxes at local level in order that
they will be willingly responsible for paying taxes in their own localities.

4) In political dimension which is very interesting in this study, the political
consent is another factor that will prioritize the local administrators’ decision-making on
the enforcement of taxation of any kinds although they need to gain new revenue from
the taxation of land and buildings because some local administrators are concerned
about unavoidable impact on their popularity among the political supporters due to
affected taxpayers’ dissatisfaction.

Therefore, the enactment and enforcement of Land and Building Tax Law should
be reviewed and amended in relation to local and national economic conditions, with
emphasis on the findings mentioned in this study, which were reflected by the local
administrators who have worked closely with people at local level. It is also necessary to
consider differences of political, administrative and financial contexts of each local
administrative organization so as to maximize the effectiveness of the law enforcement

as well as to achieve the goals of the taxation of land and buildings.
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