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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the characteristics, the interaction, and the roles and functions of
Ja-Pey music culture in the Kingdom of Cambodia. The research findings reveal that Sangkeetalak Ja-Pey is a
type of plucked string instruments which originated in India. The instrument has two strings tuned to an interval
of fifth’s apart, namely Do and Sol. The melodic phrases are short with no repetitions. The songs are in a
question-answer form. The tone scale is classified as G Dorian#11. The rhythm in the song is classified as
inconsistently short-long and slow-fast. In addition, the cultural interaction of Ja-Pey music was found to be
correlated with three popular music schools: Kong Nai style, Prach Chuan style, and Mom Son style. The roles
and functions of the instrument are to conduct melodies to be the song’s main structure. There are upstrokes and
downstrokes with an alteration of tremolo which are performed in the rituals in Khmer society. The benefits of this
study are to serve as a database of musical instruments for those who are interested in Ja-Pey musical
performances of the Kingdom of Cambodia, basic knowledge of Ja-Pey music playing, its sitting position, and
finger placement. This study is also served as a research database of the roles and functions of Ja-Pey instruments

played in various orchestras as well as in the context of society.

Keywords: 1. Characteristics 2. Interaction 3. Ja-Pey music
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