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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) study collective memory, national identity
and South Korean foreign policies toward Japan regarding the
historical issues of Korean comfort women and forced laborers
during the Park Geun-hye and Moon Jae-in governments; and
2) investigate why collective memory has influenced South Korea
and Japan’s domestic politics and international relations. The findings
suggest that Korean comfort women’s and forced laborers’ collective
memories have impacted Korean identity, nationalism and South
Korean foreign policies.South Korea has demanded from Japanese
governments both a formal apology and reparations for the victims.
Due to the influence of collective memory, national identity and
nationalism in Japan, the Japanese governments have never officially
recognized their illegal colonization of Korea and failed to cooperate
with South Korea in the settlement of disputes over the past. Thus,
historic wars between the two countries are doomed to continue

both in the present and towards the future.
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