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Abstract

This research article aims to study the contentious interpretations
of a falsification of the fireball phenomenon at Phra Pathom Chedi
in 1865 in Ruang Phra Pathom Chedi by using an historical approach.
The authors argue that the falsifying triumph of the scientific
epistemology was related to the context of increasing influence of
mundane forms of knowledge as appeared in the text of Nangsue
Sadaeng Kitchanukit, first published in 1867. The results show that
a falsification could offer a two-fold interpretation: in the first level,
this event could be considered as the “triumph of science”; in the
second level, this event was a contingent and brittle triumph in the

long-term establishment of science in Thai society.
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