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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Rice Wisdom and Food Security in Thailand
Author Miss Jiranyapon Ketsaming

Degree Master of Arts (Social Development Administration)
Year 2016

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the wisdom of rice farming in the Ban
Khao-nga community, Bang Sai, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, and then collected them as
knowledge regarding the rice wisdom, 2) to study the effect of local rice wisdom against food
security in the Ban Khao-nga community, Bang Sai, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, and 3) to study
the problems, obstacles, and suggestions arising out of using the local rice wisdom against food
security. The in-depth interview was used as this research’s instrument to collect the qualitative
data from 15 key - informants selected through the purposive sampling. They consisted of
community leaders and members making a living and/or having skills and expertise in rice
farming.

The findings revealed that 1) the community grew mainly the (non glutinous) rice due to
the local land with clay type of soil. The rice farming was carried out twice a year i.e. November -
February and April - July. The most important ritual retained was the Ceremony of the Rice
Goddess (Mae Posop). The learning process originated from the past generation’s observation and
experienced persons. The participation in work was applied for transferring local wisdom. 2) In
the community’s opinion, the food security was high purchase price of rice, quality rice product,
career existence, and high productivity. 3) The frequent problems and obstacles were disease,
pests, drought, floods, depressed prices and lack of knowledge. Important recommendations are
the knowledge, technical method and new technology should be regularly transferred to the

farmers, including the proper pricing policy.
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