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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis The Cultural Capital Reproduction: A Case Study of

Praharuthai Convent School

Author Miss Duangporn Kongpikul
Degree Master of Science (Administration Technology)
Year 2012

The Objective of this research is to study the accumulation and maintenance of
culture of Praharuthai Convent School to identify problems and challenges in
implementation. The research applies Pierre Bourdieu’s model which builds the concept
of cultural capital in three categories: embodied form, objectified form, and
institutionalized state to study accumulation of culture, thereafter analyzed cultural
capital reproduction with Raymond Williams’'s model which presents the procedure of
cultural production and reproduction. The research draws the study sample of 19
Praharuthai Convent School’s key informants. The data were gathered through in-depth
interview, telephone interview, focus groups interview, documentary analysis and
observation and then analyzed all data with content analysis.

The result of this study reveals that the school administrators have influenced
cultural production through guided beliefs and shared values to personnel in school.
The administrators reerected cultural capital among personnel by organizing training
program, school‘s activities, meeting and seminars, school decoration, cultural objects
production, school assurance, contest and competition for prizes, and behaved as role
model. The study also focused that personnel understood the embodied form and

objectified form of cultural capital rather differently from establishment. Moreover the



(6)

school officially reproduced cultural capital in most part of the literature and electronic
media for instance website and social network. The next most reproduced cultural
capital were school’'s radio program, school’s music production, broadcasting on
television and informal narrative in order.

The dominant representations of the cultural capital of Phraharuthai Convent
School in each categories can be illustrated as follows in the aspect of embodied form,
Personnel acknowledge slogan and lead up to implementation. Mostly personnel have
friendly relations, respect each other and live in brotherhood. Furthermore the school
emphasizes academic and moral cultivation in personnel reactions. The administrators
instruct personnel’s religious beliefs. In the aspect of objectified form, They include
beautiful, clean, and green environment school buildings, emphasizing Catholic identity
and learning atmosphere with stress on academic and moral matter. In the aspect of
institutionalized state, most personnel feel honour that the school received prizes from
majestic and royal institutions. The school has continuously cooperated with others
related organizations to school management and quality warranty, support personnel
and organization to participate in school activities, promote school for quality
evaluations and send personnel to join the knowledge and skills contests.

Besides, The cultural capital reproduction of Praharuthai Convent School also
faced some obstacles that include: 1) Different understanding between personnel
regarding the meaning of cultural capital, 2) Some personnel less participated in school
activities and provided less opinions, 3) The school still didn't pay attention to evaluate
personnel’s satisfaction on school's system, welfare and benefits, and educational
programs.

The result of this study has suggested a development direction of the cultural
capital reproduction for the school improvement and offered a guideline of other

research.
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