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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the inequality in the main
factors contributing to Thai students' higher education admission; and 2) to study the
impact of inequality on Thai students' higher education admission. This was a
qualitative research by selecting target group. In-depth interviews was conducted
from the case studies of 12 representatives of students in Bangkok and other
provinces and analyzed through the theory of inequality in the Institute of Human
Capability Concepts. The results of the research revealed that 1) inequality in higher
education admission of Thai students consisted of the main factors related to
inequality, namely 1.1) economic capital; 1.2) social capital; 1.3) public or private
schools of basic education; and 1.4) system of admissions to higher education; and
2) the impact of inequality caused by the main factors on students in a continuous
pattern by depriving of their abilities and reducing their educational opportunities on
higher education admission affecting students' opportunities in two aspects: 2.1)
educational opportunities; and 2.2) economic opportunities. This results in students
being deprived of the freedom of opportunity due to the inability to access higher

education admission equally and equally.
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