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Abstract

This study investigated how conceits were used to compare education to agriculture in the context of basic
education during the period of NCPO between 2014 and 2019. Word uses, attempted to conceptually compare
education to agriculture, collected from policy makers, educational practitioners and stakeholders, were analyzed using
a framework of conceit and conceptual metaphor in cognitive linguistics. Findings revealed a total of 180 word uses
reflecting conceits that manifest 8 education-related components, including: 1) educational executives at ministerial
level; 2) parents; 3) institutions; 4) educational management; 5) student development; 6) problems of the educational
system; 7) educational assessment; and 8) products of education. These 8 components suggest that Thai people

conceive of “education” being analogous to “agriculture” The findings revealed people's attitudes toward basic education.

Keywords: conceit, education, agriculture, concept, NCPO.
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