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Self-Management of Civil Society in Preparation for the Tak
Special Economic Zone

Naparat Kittiratanamongkol

Abstract

The objectives of this research are: (1) to study the policy implementation of
the Tak Special Economic Zone in Thailand, as well as its impact, (2) to study the background
of civil society in Tak Province and self-management towards becoming a special
economic zone, and (3) to propose sustainable self-management guidelines for civil society.
A qualitative approach is used. Data were gathered from a literature review, in-depth

interviews, and focus group discussion.

The special economic zone policy, known as the Tak Border Economic Zone,
was initiated in 2004 by a business group in Mae Sot District. The policy was based on
government-supported investment promotion. In 2014, the national government led
by General Prayut Chan-Ocha launched a policy to establish special economic zones in
10 border provinces. Tak was selected to be a pilot province, leading to the development
of infrastructure for economic expansion, as well as economic, social, and environmental
change. To resolve cumulative issues arising from rapid change and expansion, and
to prepare through self-management for the establishment of the Tak Special
Economic Zone, the Mae Sot community, the first civil society group in Tak Province,
was established. The Mae Sot community’s employment of the principle of self-
management, together with the establishment of procedures for citizen participation,
has turned out to be both practical and sustainable. Therefore, for sustainable
self-management, civil society is recommended to work in cooperation with the government
sector, other civil-society actors, the private sector, the business sector, and other related

sectors, for the greater benefit of the local population.

Keywords: Self-management, civil society, special economic zone policy, Tak Province
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