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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Authority and Functions Regarding Participation in
Managing and Nurturing Forest Resources of the Local

Administrative Organization

Author Mr. Wittawat Yeesarapat
Degree Master of Laws
Year 2015

The purposes of this thesis are as follows: 1. To study the background and
the state of problems of participation in managing and nurturing forest resources of
the local administrative organization; 2. To study opinions of participation in
managing and nurturing forest resources of the local administrative organization;
3. To study legal measures of Thailand and foreign countries of participation in
managing and nurturing forest resources of the local administrative organization;
4. To analyze problems of participation in managing and nurturing forest resources
of the local administrative organization; 5. To find out appropriate legal measures to
apply as guidance on participation in managing and nurturing forest resources of the
local administrative organization.

The local administrative organization is the organization acquiring
decentralization from the central administrative organization to have various missions
which provides public services to the people. Managing and nurturing forest
resources in the local is one of the missions in which the local administrative
organization participates as the local-level organization with people as consumers
close to the resources. This corresponds to the thought of Elinor Ostrom, a scholar in
the economic managing system branch and a Nobel laureate in economics,
proposing that co-management in resources should be performed by resources
consumers as participants of resources management. Forest resources have, as well,
a characteristic of the so-called co-resources. The local administrative organizations

in foreign countries reserve the authority and functions in participating in managing



(6)

and nurturing forest resources. This study, |, the researcher, have conducted study
about the Philippines and Japan. There is a law code of the local administration 1991
empowering authority and functions in participation in managing and nurturing forest
resources of the local administrative organization as a compulsory fundamental
public service in the Philippines. While in Japan, there is the Act on Forest and
Fundamental Forest 1964 which is the fundamental law to provide a forest resources
managing system.

From studying in the authority and functions of participation in managing and
nurturing forest resources of the local administrative organization of Thailand, | found
that the Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2540 and B.E. 2550 as well as the Planning and
Procedures of Decentralization to the Local Administrative Organization Act B.E. 2542
specify the thought of granting authority to the local administrative organization to
take part in managing and nurturing forest resources; nonetheless, they do not to
provide any methods or procedures whether in the forest law and the constitution of
the local administrative organization. There are merely the Notification of the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Environment and the Regulation of the Royal Forest
Department approving some permission processes. This occurs problems that the
forest law and the constitution of the local administrative organization do not
stipulate procedures and authority of managing and nurturing forest resources of the
local administrative organization, the problem on participation of the local
administrative organization in managing and nurturing forest resources in accordance
with the Notification of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and the
Regulation of the Royal Forest Department and the problem about the authority to
issue a local ordinance to manage and nurture the forest resources.

In this study, I, as a researcher, view that there ought to be a law governing
procedures or steps in order that the local administrative organization is able to
adhere to in managing and nurturing forest resources and modifying the relevant
laws for consistency. The cancellation of the studied Notification of the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment and the Regulation of the Royal Forest
Department is to be done so as to enable the local administrative organization as
the one closing to people, problems and resources to take part in managing and

nurturing the forest resources to serve people’s benefits later on.
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