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Abstract

The objective of this research was to examine the relation between
nature and political meanings inserted in Mahavana Khamchanda
(a poetic descriptive story of Himavanta forest derived from the
Mahavana chapter of Vessantara Jataka) composed in the early
Rattanakosin period, a version exchanged with Mr.Tuan Phrommet
and the manuscript version of Chiang Mai University Library. It
reveals that its literary content came from Manavana Varna Chapter
of Arthakatha Vessantara Jataka with the addition of several plant,
animal, and supernatural being species in order to serve one of the
significant duties of the early Rattnanakosin Kings: to revive traditional
medicine. Regarding literary techniques, the poet used various artistic
devices: sound play, wording and figures of speeches, especially
simile, simile with exaggeration, and simile with personification.
Mahavana Khamchanda was elaborately composed for emphasizing
the abundant nature scene, which was believed would exist only
for the full-virtue kings. Seen from the Buddharaja and Dharmaraja
aspects, the kings were compared with the ideal King Vessantara

the Bodhisattva, as well.
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