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Abstract 

This article is an ethnolinguistic description of the Buyang language which is classified as 

newly discovered language in China. Chinese scholars have classified Buyang language under Sino-

Tibetan language family, Zhuang-Dong branch, Ge-Yang sub-branch. The data from this study is 

mainly conclusion translated and synthesized from Chinese scholars’ research, then finding a relationship 

with Thai language. The article presents two main aspects: 1. Buyang ethnic information and 2. Buyang 

language description which consists of: (1) language classification (2) phonology (3) word system    

(4) grammar and (5) dialects. From the investigation, there is little data available about Buyang 

language in Thai linguistics. Previous Thai researchers mostly studied Buyang language information 

from foreign and some of Thai scholars’ research, but scarcely from Chinese scholars. This article 

will provide information about Buyang language from Chinese scholars so that Thai scholars are able 

to conduct further research related to the topic.          

 

Keywords: Buyang, Ge-Yang, Tai language family, Kadai languages 
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1. :    

 50  “

 5  ”

 Guóji  mínw i mínzú wèntí w zh n  cón sh  “

” (  Zh n uó sh oshù 

mínzú y yán ji nzhì cón sh ) 

  . . 1953  “

”  . . 1956   Zh n uó 

sh oshù mínzú “ ” Zh n uó sh oshù mínzú 

ji nsh  cón sh “ ” 

Zh n uó sh oshù mínzú zìzhì dìf n  àikuàn  cón sh  “

” Zh n uó  

sh oshù mínzú shèhuì lìsh  diàochá z liào cón k n “

”  “

”  

 

 30   

  80  

 “ ”       

( Zh ngguó x n f xiàn y yán yánji  cóngsh )  

Bùy ng y  yánji “ ”      

(Li Jinfang, 2000)  30   

    

    

    -

    

 “ ”    “ ” ( / / ) 

 “ ” /( / / / / )   
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“ ” “ ”  (  “ ”)  

ai3 ma:k8   pu4 jui4      lak8 kja3  tai2    

ai3 a:m1   pou4 u: 6   e     kam1  

ai1 na:n6    mu6 lam1      ai1   ( ) 

ai  t n     p 55 lau55    

ai3 sui3     pu biao        

 puo  ja:    

li pu lio        

*        

 

    “ ”  

 “ ”  “ ”   “ ”    ( ) 

 ( )  ( )   ( )  “ ” 

         “ ”    

 (Li Jinfang, 2000, p. 1)   

     

 “ ” ( Bùy ng) 

    

   

    

   

/ja: 33 khju 24/  ( Nàp  xiàn) 

  Y ng qióng    

/khju 24/   ( T  Yáo “ ”)  

( Ti  Yáo “ ” )   ( Liù Yáo “ ”) 

 /ia33 53/  “ ”  

/pa33 ha33/   

( Gu ngnán Y nglián)   /pa33/   

/ha33/  “ ”     
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  1994 

 2,000       

    

 ( Yúnnán sh ng Gu ngnán xiàn D wéi xi ng 

Y nglián c n)  88   500    

  ( Yúnnán sh ng Gu ngnán xiàn D wéi 

xi ng nsh  c n)  20   100  

 “ ” ( Bù y ng zhài)     

( Yúnnán sh ng Fùníng xiàn G l  xi ng)   ( É c n) 

 ( Dùc n)  ( Zh lóng)  ( Nàdá)  (

Lóngnà)  ( M guàn)  ( Lángjià)  (

Niànláng)   ( Yu jìn)  1,000     

    

( Gu ngxi Zhuàngzú Zìzhìq  Nàp  xiàn)   

  ( Lónghé)  ( Róngtún) 

 300   ( P  hé)  3   

 ( Shànhé) (Y ng' n)  (Gu b ) 

  100     

   

   

    

 

      
1
  

  

 

   (

)   

( )  

1
      

 “ ” (Li Jinfang, 2000, pp. 2-11)
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  ( ) 

  /lam33 mak55 lam33 a 24/ “   

 ” (  a 24 )  

  12  

 “ ” ( Bùji  sh n)  60 

  300  

  5  

Fùníng xiàn Dìmíng zhì    

 (1644-1912)   
2
 

  ( Tiánlín)  ( Lónglín)     

( X lín)  “ ”   

Xìngyì f  zhì  (1853) 

  “ ” 25    ( Y ngwàng)  

( Y ngwò)  ( Y ngxiáng)  ( Y ngfú)  ( Y ngpén)  

( Y nglè)  ( Y ngméi)  ( Y ngpíng)  ( Y ng yá)  

( y ng yòu)    Mínzú zhì “ ” 

 ( Cèh ng)  “ ” 19    

(  Y ngniàn)  ( Y ngc o)  ( Y ngg n)  ( Y ngníng) 

 ( Y ngyou)  (  Y ngfán)   

 ( Tiánlín)  ( Lónglín)  (

X lín)  “ ”    ( Tiánlín)  

17     (   Y ngwáng)  ( Y ngbái)  ( Liùy ng)  

( G ngy ng)  (   Y ngcháo)   ( Lónglín)  5  

  ( Píngy ng)  ( D ngy ng)  ( Y nglà)  ( Y ngsu ) 

 ( Pàny ng)  ( X lín)  11    ( Nàyang) 

 (   B nyang)  ( Y ngwèi)  ( Y nggu ng)  (

Y ngchá)   

 “ ”  

 

2
 Qián  Qián xi    Qián nán      
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3
 

 “ ”  “ ”  6  6  

  

 (Fan Honggui, 

1988, pp. 132-135)     “ ” 

(  Bùy ng  Bùyáng)  “ ” 

 “ ” ( Sh  rén)  

  

   ( Gu ngx )   ( Wénsh n)   ( Yuányang) 

  ( Ji ngchéng)     ( L ow )   ( M nglà)     

  “  

  ” 

  

(Liang Min,1990, pp. 13-21)   

 (

Hóngji ng)   

 (  Y ngji ng  

Zu ji ng Yòuji ng)   

  (   Jìngxi)  (   

Déb o)    ( Nàp )  

 (Edmondson, J.A. and Jinfang, L.,1996, pp. 983-990) 

    

  (  )   (  ) 

  

          

3
 y ng   

 “ ”  “ ”  “ ”  “ ” 
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( Gu ngxi B isè)   (  Yúnnán Wénsh n 

zh u)       

  

  

 

- -     

 

 -  -  -   

     

 

    

( ) 

 e33 a1 nja1 nja1 ni1 ta6
 

ta8
 

nam4m 6  
 

hé 
     

 54 

ta312 

h i3+ ha
5
 ha:i

3
 hai

1
 ha:i3 ha:i3 xa:i2 

h i 

       

*  54  “ ” 

         

  / e33/    / 54 ta312/      

   a1, nja1, nja1, ni1  

  -  -  

  

     -  

 

  “ ” 

 / e33/   

 h i   -   

    

   

-   
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- -       

 -   
4
 -  -  

       

 

    

 pu 24 bau5 se1 sa:i1+   un
4
 ha:i

1
 zu:n

3
 ha 3

 
a 3

 
h 3

 

 lam312 u:i4 dai1 t i
1
 tai

1
 tai

1
 tai

1
 ta:i1 ta:i1 ta i1 

 mok33 pok7 bo 8 lo
2
 l

2
 lo

2
 l

2
 tu 4 tu 4 t 4 

  a:u3 au3 ko
1
 cwa

1
 dwa

1
 kwo

1
 kju1 t u1 k 1   

  

-  -   “ ” 

   

 

 

- -  

 ( )   

    

 “ ”  (Zhang Chunhai and Jiao Lin, 2014, 

[Online])   “ ”  B i yuè 

    

 “ ”  Yuè 

    

 /yue/  

 /y/  /yue/  /je/  “ ” 

 “ ”   

 

 

4
  “ ” ( Líng o) 

  “ ” -  

-    (Liang 

Min, Zhang Junru, 1997, p. 1)  
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  (   ) 

 

 

   

 

   

    

  

  “ ”  

 

    

  

  

  

  

   

  12   
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  (Tan Yuping, 2014, online)     

  “ ”  

       

  

    (Tan 

Yuping, 2014, online) 

      

2.   

      

       

2.1     

 

    

     (Chen Qiguang, 

1984, pp. 62-75)   “  ” 

(Fan Honggui, 1988, pp. 132-135)     “ ” (Liang Min, 

1989, pp. 152-160)  “ - ” (Liang Min, 1990a)  “The Buyang 

Language” (Liang Min, 1990b)     

“ ” (Li Jinfang, 1996a)  “The Second System of Baha Buyang” (Li Jinfang, 

1996b)  “ ” (Li Jinfang, 2000)  “  

” (Li Jinfang, 2002)  “ - ” (Li Jinfang, 2003)  

 “ ” (He Yancheng, 2011) 

  “ ” (Mo Haiwen, 2016)    

 

 (Proto - Austronesian languages) 
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 (Li Jinfang, 2002, pp. 115-122)  (Li Jinfang, 2003, pp. 67-80) 

  

 

   proto - Austronesian   proto - Austronesian 

 mat  *matay
5
  maðû *walu 

 (eye) matá *mata  manùk *manuk 

 qaðù *quluh  ma à *bu ah  

  

 

-  

  

-  -  -   

-  -   ?
6
 

-  -  -  (

- ) -  ( )     

 

5
  “ ”  “ ”    (Paul K. Benedict, 

1983) 

   

  (secondary articulation)  

(obstruents)   “ ”  “ ”  /m a, p ai/ 

 Austronesian  *mata  *matay  

  (Wang Jun and Zheng Guoqiao, 

1979)  (Tatsuo Nishida, 1955)   

-  ( , 2548, . 123-126  34 . 182) 
6
 -  -  

-   

-  ? 

 -       

 ( ?   , 2559, . 53-82)   
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 1  

 

  
 (  Li Jinfang , 2000, p. 189) 

        

2.2   (Li J nf ng, 2000, pp. 12-32)  

4   (1)    ( Lángjià huà) 

(2)    (  B h  huà) (3) 

   ( É c n) (4)   

 ( Y láng)   

2.2.1   

 LJ.  BH.  EC. 

  YL.     

 

  

LJ. p ph b  m  f  v   

BH. p ph b b  m m f  v v  

EC. p  b  m  f  v   

YL. p ph b  m  f  v   

 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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LJ. t th d  n  l     

BH. t th d d  n n l l    

EC. t  d  n  l     

YL. t th d  n  l     

 

LJ. ts tsh          

BH. ts tsh          

EC. ts           

YL. ts tsh          

 

LJ.  ð          

BH.  ð r       

EC.  ð          

YL.            

 

LJ. k kh       h   

BH. k kh g g     h   

EC. k        h q  

YL. k kh       h q qh 

 

 

LJ. pj      lj     

BH. pj phj bj b j mj       

EC. pj  bj dj        

YL. pj kj          
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LJ.   bw         

BH. pw phw bw  mw       

EC.            

YL.            

 

LJ. tw thw dw    lw     

BH.            

EC. tw  dw    lw     

YL.            

 

LJ. tsw           

BH.           

EC.           

YL.           

 

LJ. w w   w  w w    

BH. w      w w    

EC. w      w w    

YL.           

 

LJ. kw khw   w    hw qhw  

BH. kw khw gw  w    hw   

EC. kw    w       

YL. kw khw          
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1.  39   35   21 

 25   

2.    

   

3.    / -/ 

  

4.  /m, n, , / 

 / m, n, , /
7
   /v, l, /  / v, l, /  

   

   

5.  /b, d, g/  

 / b , d , g /   

6.  /r/   

7. 
8
   È huà sh ngm  

 

 - -  2   5  

 3   2   

8.    Chúnhuà sh ngm  

 

 - -   16   12 

  8   2  

  2   

9.  /ts, tsh/  

  * 

7
  /  /    

8
  “ : ” (  , 2548, . 134)  

 “ ” (secondary articulations)  

   labialization  

  palatalization 

   



175

  17  2 (  -  2560)

JOURNAL OF LIBERAL ARTS 17, 2 (JULY - DECEMBER 2017)

 

  /ts, tsh/ 

   

10. -  

-  / , /  

-       

 2.2.2   

   
9
 

  /i, u/ 

 /m, n, /  /p, 

t, k, /  (

)   

 

 

 

9
  Yùnm   

   tian  /t/  

 /ian/         

“ ”   “ ” (syllable rime) 

  /i/  ( yùntóu)  /a/  ( yùnfù)  /n/   (

yùnw i)  

 

 

 

 

  

   

 a e o i u m n p t k -

LJ. a a ai

a:i 

au

a:u 

am

a:m 

an

a:n 

a

a:  

ap

a:p 

at 

a:t 

ak

a:k 

BH. a a ai

a:i 

au

a:u 

am

a:m 

an

a:n 

a

a:  

ap

a:p 

at 

a:t 

ak

a:k 

EC. a a ai

a:i 

au

a:u 

am

a:m 

an

a:n 

a

a:  

ap

a:p 

at 

a:t 

ak

a:k 

YL. a a ai

a:i 

au

a:u 

am

a:m 

an

a:n 

a

a:  

ap

 

at 

a:t 

ak

a:k 

 

LJ.   

BH.   

EC.  m n p t k

YL.  i u m n p t

 

LJ.   

BH.   

EC.  m n t k
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YL.  m n p t k

 

LJ. e eu em en e ep et ek

BH. e eu em en e ep et ek

EC. e ei eu em en e ep et ek

YL. e ei eu em en e ep et ek

 

LJ. i ia iu im in

 

ian 

i

i:

ip

i:p 

it

i:k 

iek 

BH. i ia i iu im in

 

ian 

i

i:

ip

i:p 

it

i:k 

iek 

EC. i ie

 

iu

i:u 

iau 

ia:u 

ieu 

im in

i:n 

ian 

ia:n 

ien 

i

i:  

ia

ia:  

ip it

i:t 

 

 

iet 

ik

i:k 

iak 

YL. i ia

i  

i

i  

 

iu

i:u 

im 

 

iam 

in

 

ian 

i ip it

 

i t 

ik

 

ia:k 

 

i  

 

 

 

LJ. o oi ou om on o op ot ok

BH. o oi ou om on o op ot ok

EC. o oi

o:i 

ou om

o:m 

on

o:n 

o

o:

op ot ok

o:k 

YL. o oi ou om on o op ot ok

 

LJ. u 

 

 

u ui

u:i 

ua:i 

um un

u:n 

u

u:

ua:

up ut 

u:t 

uk

uak 

ua:k 

BH. u 

 

 

u ui

u:i 

ua:i 

um un

u:n 

u

u:

ua:

up ut 

u:t 

uk

uak 

ua:k 

EC. u ua ue uo u ui

u:i 

um

u:m 

un

u:n 

ua:n 

u

u:

ua:

up

u:p 

ut 

u:t 

ua:t 

uk

u:k 

 

YL. u ua u ui

u:i 

um un

u:n 

u

u:

 

up ut 

u:t 

uk

 

u  

 

LJ.   

:n 
 

t

:t

k

a:k
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1)  

  

2)  /a,e,i,o,u, /  / , / 

  / /   

 3)   /a, e, o, , / 

 /i,u/  /p, t, k/  / / 

  

4)   /a, e, o, , /  

/i+ /  /u+ /  / + /  / /     

 / /   /i /     

 5) 

 /a, e, o/   

6)  

7) -   / , / 

-  

 

- -  -  

-  

 

          

BH.   

:n 
 

t

:t

k

a:k

EC. m

:m :n 
 

t

:t 

k

 

YL.  

 

LJ.  i  n t k

BH.  i  n t k

EC.  i  n

YL.   
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 2.2.3  
10

    

     /p, 

t, k, /     

LJ. BH. EC. YL. 

        

  55 55 55 55   

54 54   53 53 53 53 

  45      

24  24  24    

33  33 33 33  33 33 

31 31 31 31 32  31 31 

312  322      

11 11 11 11 11 11 12 12 

    

   

 1.  

/11/  /33/  /12/ 

2.  /31/  

 /32/  

3.  /45/  

 /322/   /312/   

4.  /33/  

   

5.   7   4 

  6  

10
  1.    Sh  sh ngyùn 

 “ ”    

 “ ”   2.    Cù 

sh ngyùn  “  ”  

 “ ” 
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6.  

  
    

 

LJ. BH. EC. YL. 

Tone e.g. Tone e.g. Tone e.g. Tone e.g. 

312 lo 312 “ ” 31 ro 31 “ ” 33 l 3 “ ” 31 lu 31 “ ” 

11 ba11 “ ” 33 ma33 “ ” 55 ba55 “ ” 33 b 33 “ ” 

11 p 11 “ ” 45 

33 

pe  “ ” 11 pia: 11 “ ” 12 pia12 “ ” 

ta11 “ ” ta33 “ ” ta11 “ ” t 12 “ ” 

54  

31 

tsh 54 “ ” 322  

33  

45 

qe  “ ” 24 a: 24 “ ” 53 kia53 “ ” 

qai54 “ ” qai322 “ ” ai24 “ ” q  “ ” 

du 31 “ ” na:u322 “ ” du24 “ ” du53 “ ” 

54 “ ” r 33 “ ” o24 “ ” a:u53 “ ” 
qhun54“ ( )”  ka45 “ ” hun24 “ ” qhon53 “ ” 

(Li Jinfang, 2000, p. 121) 
 

 2.2.4  (C=Consonant, V=vowel, T=Tone) 

     

“ ”  . . 1956  

 /-w/  /-j/ 

  

 

  

  

 /pl, pr/  

   /-j/  /-w/  /i, u/ 

  /-ja/   /-ia/   /-wa/  /-ua/  

  /-j/  /i/  /-w/ 

 /u/  (Liang Min, Zhang Junru and Li Yunbing, 2007, pp. 14-24) 

 /-j/  /i/ 

  /pja:k45/ “ , ”  /piak45/ “ ” 

 /-w/  /u/ 

  /kwa: 213/ “ ”  /kua 55/ “ ”   
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  “

”    

 /-j/  /-w/  

   (Li Jinfang, 

2000, p. 30)  /CC/
11

 

 /C/  /CC/  

   (V)  (V)  

 /V/  (V) 

 /V/  /u, i/  /C/  /m, n, , p, t, k, /   

 /V/  /u45/ “ ”  /VT/ 

 / /  

 
        

CVT (CV)
12

  po11 

“ ( )” 

m 24 

“ ” 

ka11 

“ ( , )” 

CVVT  

(C+ + ) 

qai54 

“ ” 

pau24 

“ ” 

k 11 

“ ” 

CVCT 

(C+ + ) 

an213 

“ ” 

qha:n54 

“ ” 

a: 11 

“ ” 

CVVVT  

(C+ + + ) 

ua:i33 

“ ” 

gua:i33 

“ ” 

 

CVVCT 

(C+ + + ) 

diek33 

“ ” 

p a:k11 

“ ” 

kua:t11 

“ ” 
CCVT bwe31 

“ ” 

kwa24 

“( ) ” 

pja312 

“( ) ” 

CCVVT 

(CC+ + ) 

gwa:i33 

“ ” 

 

CCVCT 

(CC+ + ) 

kwa: 24 

“ ” 

kwa:t11 

“ ” 

mjek55 

“ ” 

  

11
     /-j/   /-w/     

12
     /qa

0
 nai / 

“ ” /ma
0
 t 312/ “ ” /la

0
 pak54/ “ ” /qo

0
 lip / “ ” 

  



181

  17  2 (  -  2560)

JOURNAL OF LIBERAL ARTS 17, 2 (JULY - DECEMBER 2017)

 

  /CC/  /-j/  /-w/ 

  /VV,VVV/  /u,i/ 

  

  /-j/ 

 /-w/  /u/  /i/  

 /C/  /CC/     

2.3  -  -  

  

   

 

   (Li Jinfang, 2000, p. 169) 

 Swadesh  200  ( ) 

  -      
13

   

   

 

      

  85 80 66 52 

 45 42 37 30 

  85 78 72 61 

 45 41 40 35 

  

 

13
  “ ” (Liang Min, Zhang Junru and Li Yunbing, 2007, p. 115) 

 Swadesh  200    

 (31%)   (25.5%)  

22%     19%  

         

 48 51 44 38 44 63 45 45 

 24 25.5 22 19 22 31.5 22.5 22.5 
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2.3.1     

         1)   

   

 -    “ ” (Yu Cuirong and Luo Meizhen, 

1979)  “ ” (Wei Qingwen and Tan Guosheng, 1980) 

 “ ” (Yu Cuirong, 1980) -    “

” (Liang Min, 1979)  “ ” (Zhang Junru, 1980) 

 “ ” (Liang Min, 1980)  “

” (Wang Jun and Zheng Guoqiao, 1979)    

“ ” (Ou Yang Jueya and Zheng Yiqing, 1979) -   

 “ ” (He Jiashan, 1983)   “

” (Liang Min, Zhang Junru and Li Yunbing, 2007)  

“ ” (Li Jinfang, 2000)  “ ”     

(Li Yunbing, 2000)  “ ” (Bo Wenze, 2003)
14

  

 

           

-   van2 d n1 pi1 fun1 nam4 tap7 dam1 na2 nok8 

 on2 d n1 pi6 f n1 nam4 tap7 nam1 na2 ok8 

 on2 d :n1 pi1 v n1 zam4 tap1 van4 na2 zo 8 

-   man1 a:n1 in2 pj n1 nam4 tap7 nam1 ja5 nok8 

 van1 njen2 m 1 f n1 nam3 tap7 nam1 a
3
 nok

8
 

 

van1 njen2 b 1 fin1 nam3 tap7 nam
1
 ja

5
 n k

8
 

 fan1 njen2 be1 kw n1 n m4 tap
7
 nam

1
 a

5
 n k

8
 

  van1 a:n1 pou2 fun1 nam3 tap7 dom3 ta2 tat7 

-   sen44* t‘u44  plei33 zau44 55 ta53pu 44 a 44 z 12 ntau31 
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