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Administrative Position and Paik System in Ahom Kingdom

1228-1826 CE.

Kanopporn Wongkalasin

Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol University

Abstract

The paper discusses the administrative strategy of Ahom, Tai race, who settled in the land
of Kamarup in India. Though the kingdom had scaled great heights in political management over them.
The kingdom’s reign lasted for 600 years and stood among brave tribes which led to the present of

study the Ahom administrative position and enrolled adult male subject or paik. Paik had significance
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for the country and as an index of government officer hierarchy. The comparison between paik and
Thai prie from a feudalist view point was included in this study. Administrative power spread from the
center through all directions in the state. The highest rank or ministers on from the very first day of
Ahom’s government, were Chao Taoluang and Tao Prongmuang and in later eras 3 more ministers
were announced; Chaosunglung, Pukanluang and Taomuang. Pukanluang or Barpukan who protected
the kingdom’s boundary and were the king’s deputy. Ministers had a line of authority in different
hierarchies according to their duties and areas of responsibility. During enrolled period, every paik
practiced both civil and military. The number of paiks in territorial guild or khel were explained by the
official ranking. Paik and prie explicated the difference and similarity. In view of human value, paik
was admired and honoured while a wrist tattoo presented the enrollment and society strata of prie.
Thus both men were the index of a feudalist society. The article introduces this Tai branch through

administrative management and paik system which were the strength of kingdom.

Keywords: Ahom, Tai, Ahom Administration, Paik, Prie
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