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Abstract 

Braille is the writing system used among people with visual impairment. It consists of a 

variety of cells of which each possess maximum of 6 dots to represent a certain character. There 

have been various research papers focusing on braille systems in many languages, especially 

English language, however very few researchers have conducted studies on Thai braille. This paper 

describes the Thai Braille system, which is believed to be influenced by the English and Japanese 

Braille systems. The results show that Japanese braille and Thai braille share five vowels similar in 
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forms and sounds while English braille and Thai braille share fifteen consonants with similar sounds. 

These shared Braille forms are basic characters, which are then extended into other Braille characters 

representing vowels, consonants, and tones in Thai.  The extension is done by alternating dots within 

the cell or by adding a prefix or suffix braille cell. Braille characters are used to represent one character 

in Thai. But for a vowel sound that is written as a complex form using more than one character, only 

one Braille character is used to represent that sound. In terms of writing system, Braille characters 

follow most of the writing order in Thai. The exception is on a complex vowel form which is written as 

one Braille character after the consonant. Since the Thai Braille system is based on written forms of 

Thai, learners have to learn how to pronounce tones on the basis of three groups of Thai characters.  

 

Keywords: Thai braile, Braille vowels, Braille consonants  
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   26  

   

 1  26  

  

1   a   b   c   d   e   f   g   h   i   j 

2   k   l   m   n   o   p   q   r   s   t 

3   u   v   x   y   z      

4            w 

( :  Petzold, 2000, p. 18) 

 

 10  1 

    ‘ ’- ‘ ’ (= a – j) 

 1, 2, 4,  5  ‘ ’- ‘ ’ (= k – t)  2 

 10  ‘ ’ (  3)   ‘ ’-‘ ’ 

(= u – z)  3  5   ‘ ’- ‘ ’ (= a – e)  ‘ ’

(  3-6)  ‘ ’ (=w)  4  ‘ ’ (  6)  ‘ ’ 

(= j) (Englebretson, 2009, p.3)   

  “w”  

  

 2    (katagana)    

 (hirakana) 

   

    1, 2  4  

 5   ‘ ’ (= /a/) ‘ ’ (= /i/) ‘ ’ (= /u/) ‘ ’ (= /e/)  ‘ ’ (= /o/)   

  3, 5  6   ‘ ’    

(= /ka/) ‘ ’ (= /ki/) ‘ ’ (= /ku/) ‘ ’ (= /ke/)  ‘ ’ (= /ko/)  ‘ ’  /k/ 
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‘ ’ (y )  /y/     

‘ ’ (=/kya/) ‘ ’ (=/kyi/) ‘ ’ (=/kyu/) ‘ ’ (=/kye/) ‘ ’ (=/kyo/) 

  ‘ ’ (ch ) 

 ‘ ’ (= /ka:/) ‘ ’ (= /ki:/) ‘ ’ (= /ku:/) 

‘ ’ (= /ke:/) ‘ ’ (= /ko:/)  (Unger, J. Marshall. 1984, p. 257)  

   (Miss Genevieve Caulfield) 

  

 

 (Caulfield, G. 1960, p. 81) 

   

(2538, .19)   15  

  Tiengladdawong, 

Manot and Robertson, L. Mary (1986, pp. 141-143) 

      (
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‘ ’ (= )  “a”  “ ”  

  (2552, . 8)  3 
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 “ ” “ ”   “

”   ‘ ’  “ ”  ‘ ’  “ ”  

   

 

 

 

 

  ‘ ’ (= )  ‘ ’ (=  )   ‘ ’ 

(= c)  

  

   



40

  17  2 (  -  2560)

JOURNAL OF LIBERAL ARTS 17, 2 (JULY - DECEMBER 2017)

3.  

 

 

    

  

  

  

(1)   

  3     

 

   

  ‘ ’  “k”  

 “ ”   

 

 

 ‘ ’ (= k)  ‘ ’ (= )   /kh/ 

 

(2)  

   

   (1)  

      

 

4.  

   

 

 

 

    

 

 



41

  17  2 (  -  2560)

JOURNAL OF LIBERAL ARTS 17, 2 (JULY - DECEMBER 2017)

4.1  
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  /k/ /re/ g /g/ 

  /kh/ /na/ k /k/ 

  /kh/ /ha/ u /u:/ 

  / / /se/   

  /t / /ro/ j /d / 

  /t / /ya/   

  /t / /yu/   

  /s/ /ho/   

  /d/ /ru/ d /d/ 

  /t/ /shi/   

  /t/ /to/ t /t
h
/ 

  /t / /mo/   

  /n/ /tsu/ n /n/ 

  /b/ /hi/ v /v/ 

  /p/ /he/   

  /p / /ne/ p /p
h
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  /f/ /fu/ x /z/ 

  /p / /su/   

  /f/ /ke/   

  /m/ /nu/ m /m/ 

  /j/ /mu/ y /j/ 

  /r/ /chi/ r /r/ 

  /l/ /ni/ l /l/ 

  /w/ /so/ w /w/ 

  /s/ /no/ s /s/ 
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  /h/ /ri/ h /h/ 

  /  / /ta/ o / / 

  /h/ /me/   

  /a/ /a/ a /a/ 

  /a/ /yo/   

  /ua/ /ra/ e /e/ 

  /a:/ /ka/   

  /am/ /ma/ z /z/ 

  /i/ /i/ b /b/ 

  /i:/ /wi/ ;  

  / / /ko/   

  /u/ /u/ c /k
h
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  /e:/ /e/ f /f/ 

  /aw/ /we/ !  

  / a/ /te/ q /k
h
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  /ia/ /mi/   

    / / /ku/   

  / / /ki/   

  /o:/ /o/ i /i/ 

  /aj/ /sa/   

   /wo/   
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    (       )  

    “    ?  

   /wa/ ‘      
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