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Abstract

This article examines discourses about COVID-19 in the comics
Kaihuaror s KnowCovid issue published by the Thai government.
Using Critical Discourse Analysis as a lens, the author demonstrates
that there are six linguistic strategies being used in the publication:
lexical selection syntactic patterns; rhetorical strategies of metaphor,
retortion, and rhyming slogans; presupposition via cartoons; usage
of visual language; and five strategies of humor: mockery, hyperbole,
unexpected ending, faulty step, and linking irrelevant issues.
Collectively, these linguistic elements construct and disseminate
three principal ideologies that serve to propel the interest and status
of the government: the state has effective control measures against
COVID-19; citizens are a part of or are complicit in the COVID-19
problem and therefore, they have a duty to deal with it by complying
with state measures and orders; and COVID-19 is an enemy that the

nation can combat and handle.
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