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Abstract

“Thai improvised rap battle” is a time-limited communicative event, so rappers must have linguistic intelligence.
Although this intelligence of rappers has been recognized, the topic has not been academically investigated. This
research studied the representation of rappers’ identities and their linguistic intelligence by collecting data from
the rappers performing in “Thai improvised rap battle” named “THE WAR IS ON IIl and IV.” By investigating 62
videos of the battle published on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rapisnow), four linguistic strategies relating to the
rappers’ identities were found: repeating, rhyming, metaphors, and refutation. The strategies projected the linguistic
proficiency and intelligence, which helped the rappers to extemporize their raps. Because of the limited time of
each communicative situation, the rappers needed to create rhymes against each other, suddenly and wisely. The
result negotiated a mutual understanding of rapper’s culture which is a sub-culture in Thai society. Moreover, this
research pioneered the Thai language study about rappers. Moreover, the knowledge about Thai rappers will be

expanded if there are the study about the languages used by rappers in other contexts.

Keywords: 1. Linguistic strategies 2. Thai improvised rap battle 3. Rapper 4. Identity 5. Hip Hop
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