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Mae-Salong: creative music with an academic approach inspired

by an impression of intangible cultural heritage of Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

Chiang Rai Province has unique intellectual cultural heritages of Lanna, along with ethnic diversity which
became the province’s characteristic. The purposes of the music creation of the “Mae Salong” album was to
propose the concepts, techniques, and academic music creation processes from the researcher’'s impressions
of the intellectual cultural heritages of Chiang Rai Province. As a result of the project, the researcher created
five songs. First, “Bisu Ruamjai Song” is a Bossa Nova style of music. It was aimed to convey the impression of
Bisu language and to raise cultural awareness of problems and existing obstacles about the language, and to
encourage young people to preserve Bisu culture. Second, “Lisu Blues Song” is Blues- Jazz music. It expresses
the impression of Lisu’s cultural music. The song is aimed to illuminate Lisu’s life-styles and festive atmosphere.
Third, “Doi Tung Rung Ngam Song” is a Swing music style which conveys the impression of the legend of Phra
That Doi Tung. The concepts behind this song are the beauty of the environment and faith of local people. Fourth,
“Mae Salong Song” is a Swing music style. It conveys the impression of natural environment of Doi Mae Salong.
The song highlights historical stories and environment of the area. Fifth, “Dab Kam Fah Chiang Rai Song” is fusion
music that conveys the impression of the local martial arts and illustrates historical stories and sword gestures. The
total length of these songs was 30 minutes. They were composed according to the elements of academic music
creation. These songs were disseminated on YouTube. Also, they can be beneficial for both song composition

theories and practical music instruments.

Keywords: 1. Chiang Rai 2. Jazz 3. Academic music creation 4. Intangible cultural heritage 5. Mae Salong
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