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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to describe how to conduct structural equation
modeling (SEM) technique to test hypothesis and confirm theories with empirical data.
This technique helps advance knowledge and empirical research in social sciences
significantly. Based on a literature review, SEM authors introduced both the Direct and
Two-Step approach and, thus, social researchers can select these approaches in their
research subject to the conceptual model, measures and empirical data. From reviewing
25 SEM empirical studies in Thailand, the authors found that a number of studies did not
display results of model fit assessment properly and some studies employed research
practices, which may be not in line with the deductive research principles. Finally, the
authors suggested research implications about how to adopt both the Direct and Two-
Step approach to pursue social empirical research and choose research topics in changing

economic, social, and technology environments.
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