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ABSTRACT

In this investigation, the researcher has been concerned with developing the
knowledgebase of community leaders in northeastern Thailand in regard to the philosophy of
sufficiency economy. Additionally, the researcher has been concerned to develop methods
whereby this philosophy can be extrapolated to the end of meeting the needs of the general public
at the community level.

The program of research required participatory action on the part of the researcher. In
carrying out the project, the researcher divided the program into three interlocking phases. In the
first phase, a survey of community conditions and potentialities in relevant respects was
conducted. In the second phase, it was determined how a pattern of action could be developed
such that community leaders could learn how to carry out community service projects which
would be congruent with the philosophy of sufficiency economy. The third phase involved
a follow-up inquiry and an evaluation of what has been accomplished in the communities
participating in the project.

Using the multi-stage sampling method, the researcher selected three communities at
different levels of development. These communities were (1) the Baan Kok Mueang Community,
Chorake Male subdistrict, Prakhon Chai district, Buri Ram province; (2) the Baan Non
Community, Pon Khor subdistrict, Mueang district, Si Sa Ket province; and (3) the Baan Krathon
Community, Mareng subdistrict, Mueang district, Nakhon Ratchasima province. The sample units
used in the course of investigation were at two levels: the community level and the individual
level. Accordingly, the researcher selected 86 community leaders and 250 householders as
representative subjects of inquiry.

Findings are as follows:

Indications are that the community leaders under investigation have had their
understanding of the philosophy of sufficiency economy enhanced by reference to the needs of
members of their communities through the use of various learning activities.

Testing the data collected in this connection by means of the application of statistical
methods, the researcher was able to determine that findings were congruent with the research

hypotheses framed for this investigation in four respects as follows:
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(1) It was determined that at a statistically significant level of 0.05 there was a correlation
between the degree to which communitics were developed and the degree to which the
communities could put into practice the philosophy of sufficiency economy.

(2) It was also ascertained that those communities which differed in level of development
concomitantly differed in knowledge of the I;hilosophy of sufficiency economy. Accordingly,
those communities having a good developmental level exhibited higher levels of knowledge
regarding the philosophy of sufficiency economy than those communities whose level of
development were moderate or fair.

(3) Rank-and-file members of these communities exhibited differences in awareness
regarding community strengths and weaknesses, as well as of various supporting factors pertinent
to the development of their own communities. In other words, the members of the community
exhibiting a good level of development had a higher level of awareness than the members of
a community displaying moderate and fair levels of development. Moreover, the members of the
community at a moderate level of development had higher levels of awareness than those of the
community at a fair level of development. In regard to awareness of obstacles to community
development, it was found that members of the community at the fair level of development
exhibited a higher level of awareness than the communities at moderate and good levels of
developments.

(4) The researcher determined that the training program regarding the knowledge of
sufficiency economy was effective in increasing the knowledgebase of community leaders at
a statistically significant level of .01.

Using qualitative methods of analysis, the researcher additionally found that both
community leaders and householders in the three communities held positive attitudes and were
responsive to the principles of the philosophy of sufficiency economy. Differences in the levels of
development of the communities under investigation were not correlated with obstacles to
promoting knowledge of the philosophy of the sufficiency economy on the part of community
leaders in accordance with the scheme developed by the researcher.

Therefore, agencies concerned with developing policies and measures designed to solve
the problem of poverty in addition to those agencies engaged in supporting the use of the concept
of sufficiency economy in the development of communities should cooperate in constructing

a distinctive national policy on the basis of the framework provided by this research endeavor.
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This is because the researcher was able to determine that the community leaders participating in
the fraining in the program and in attendant learning activities have adopted new ideas and
practices. It is further indicated that the curriculum developed by the researcher can provide an
alternative means of fully developing the potential of community leaders even in face of time
constraints, lack of readiness, and budget limitations.

In addition, training centers should be supported by the authorities to the end of
promoting programs earmarked to develop the potential of community leaders both conceptually
and practically. Such training centers would be devoted to the task of developing a fully-fledged

network of trained community leaders on a continuous basis.
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